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with thir unbecoming brawls and bickerings ; | to Philadelphia, bringing with bim the usual cer-| every explanation he might think proper, 


WILLIAM 8 MARTIEN, ly th ficate of good standing, in the Presb hich | part of ti d und 
a | especialy that they should not continue unre- | tificate of good standing, in the Presbytery which | part of his sermon, as it passed under review— 
No. 9 GEORGE ST R E ET. lenting]: to paca fly and interrupt the useful- | he left. hen that of Philadelphia met for his | but he was inflexible, and left the Presbytery. 

[George street runs from Sixth to Seventh, between Chest- | ness, ofin able, pious and devoted minister of the | reception, and to take measures for his installa-| We shall now give the result of the scrutiny 
nut and Walnut, opposite e Square.) gospel. Now, to the whole of this, we plead not | tion, those who had opposed his call, insisted ou | into the orthodoxy of this far famed sermon ; and doth certainly and effectually apply and commu- 
nicate the same; making intercession for them, 
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| 3 00 payable within six months. faction ¢ all who will give us an attentive and trinal sentiments, and pleaded truly, that this had | able length, that our readers will do themselves, and revealing unto them, in and by the word, the 
_ A liberal discodnt to Agents who become responsible: | candid learing, that the case of Mr. Barnes is been admitted, in previous debate, as proper, be-| as well as us, the justice, to inspect narrowly every | ™Y steries of salvation ; effectually persuading 
sbeeription received for a less term than one year. alljone in which the whole Presbyterian church is fore his admission to fellowship as a member of | article, point by point, and judge for themselves, them by his Spirit to believe and obey,” &c 
“wage pliner gr oye sma maggadad yo wage deeply concerned ; one that does vitally affect the the Presbytery. But every idea of this kind was} whether it be possible to reconcile the fairly on At p. 10. He unequivocally denies that 
be con-| whole doctrinal system of this church; and that | moat determinately resisted, both by himself passages of Mr. Barnes’ discourse, with hrist endured the penalty of the law. ‘He did 
i will be sent to them accordingly. No paper diseontin-| the belef that it has been unnecessarily and | and by those by whom his cause was advocated. | the quotations from the doctrinal Standards of the not indeed endure the penalty of the law, for his 
* — are paid, except at the discretion of wrongfilly brought forward and continued before The ground taken by them was, that his good | Presbyterian Church, with which they are con- sufferings were not eternal, nor did he endure re- 
ther in error | Standing in the Presbytery which he left, placed | trasted—to see and judge, not merely whether the caias ba — ng he appre 
, bore so much agony, that the Fathe 
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_ ceived in payment at par from distant subseribers. many, rom indifference to the entire subject in | Which he had come; and the motion that had been | directly opposite and contradictory, and this on vi- | W885 pleased to accept of it, in the place of the 
n | eternal torments of all that should be saved.” 


Rates of Advertising.—For 15 lines, first insertion 50 cents;/ 4 number, and from prejudice created by misre- | Made to examine him, after much and ardent de-| tal and fundamental points. The final decisio . 
tn for | preeenhtion, in not few—to say of a | bate, was negatived, 18 voting for it, and 20] was as follows viz: Here it seems to be inculcated that Christ did not 
Fy r. Banes, i thei .* | him, founded on the false doctrine of his sermon A , | : 
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succinct - | Was overruled as out of order. A proposition to 
S aeean Gee 3 f| the direction of the Synod at their recent meeting | or it is implied that God remitted or waived the 


THE CASE OF THE REV. ALBERT BARNES, We purpose, therefore, to gi “nage x 
STATED tive of the whole case ef Mr. Barnes, from the| "emit him for examination to the Presbytery of |‘ 
in Lancaster, having considered the sermon of the original claim, and accepted of something less. 


: | time o his bei | ; : ia; | Elizabethtown, from which he had come, was ne- 

To the Ministers, Elders, and people at large of the} |. 4 SUUIAAIT OF hed tock plese in oe a gatived; although this had been previously indi- | Revd. Albert Barnes, entitled the Way or Satva- | And that this is the sentiment of the author, is 
Presbyterian Churches and Congregations in the him a! the Synod, in which he was suspended cated, by some ofthe majority, as the proper course; TION, are of the opinion that it contains specula- evident from his language p- ll. ‘+ Christ’s suf- 
United States; by Members of the Presbytery and from tie gospel ministry—We shall make a few | nd the final vote to receive him was carried, tions of dangerous tendency, on some of the prin- | ferings were severe, more severe than those of 
Synod of Philadelphia: remarls as we proceed, and add a number at the | 30 voting for it, and 16 against it.—His inatalla- cipal points in Christian theology, and ought not | any mortal before or since ; but they bore, so far 

therefore to be sanctioned as expressing that | as we can see, only a very distant resemblance to 


Fathers, Brethren, and Fellow Christians.—No-| close ¢ our statement. And we do earnestly en- | tion took place a few days afterwards. It ought | 7 : ee, 
thing can be more evident, than that Mr. Barnes | treat ar readers to give us an attentive, impart | t0 be mentioned, that on one occasion (it is not | View of the great truths of God’s word. which the | the pains of hell, the proper penalty of the law. 


and his coadjators are using every effort and all tial, ad patient hearing. We are going to recollected whether it was immediately before or Presbyterian Church has uniformly adopted, and | Nor is it possible to conceive that the sufferings 


; : ind in | speak :f what inti ] : ith; | after the final vote) Mr. Barnes rose and stated, which is exhibited in their authorised Confession | of a few hours, however severe, could equal pains, 
‘their influence, to prepossess the pablic mind in | Speak if what we areintimately acquainted with ) r aith. though far less intense, eternally prolonged. Still 


his favour, and to prejudice it against the Synod of | of things of which we have a personal knowledge; | that although he had resisted the right to question | ° , ; a 
Philadelphis, in he eas of tis Seememalebs and | and weehall speak under an lccmates sonar him, yet he would voluntarily make some expla: In stating the doctrine of original sin, the au- less that the sufferings of human nature in a sin- 
this with a view to insure his acqaittal, and the| the acount we are shortly to render to the all | nation of his doctrinal views. Yet in doing this, thor employs a phraseology which is calculated | gle instance, for the divine nature could not suf- 

to mislead, and which appears evidently to con- | fer, should be equal to the eternal pain of many 


cond tion of the Synod, at the meeting of the | 8eeingind heart searching God, for not stating a | it is believed he did not occupy the floor for more | © mis: tt cor ae oy ; 
bly of Presbyterian ch in | single hing, contrary to eonviction of ite than five and did not, and indeed in that of the standards of is — 
. | e mk tensi infallibilit inuda-| time could not, make any explanation that was|*ne fresbyterian Church. not capable of enduring that penalty whic e 
ee eee wry ee en nrnlibility of jodg Boo 1. He denies that the posterity of Adam are re- justice of God had exacted of the sinner, that his 


ment o opinion. but for the simp! itv of what | definite, or in any degree satisfactory. 
encouraged, by the remembrance of the success pigion, but for the simpie verity of wha In the newt “4 of x. Synod of Philadelphia in| ponsible or answerable for Adam’s first sin,| sufferings bore a very distant resemblance to it, 


we stae as ma ; 
the city of Lancaster, the Jast week of October, | Which he committed as the federal head of his | and by consequenee that the penalty of the law 
1831. Their eystem of action then, was, in sub-| Mr. 3arnes was an ordained and settled minis- about four months after the installation of Mr.|race. Thus, p. 6, ** Christianity does not charge | has been either relaxed or is yet unpaid, and that 
stance, the very same which the "are now pur- | ter at Morristown, in New Jersey, at the time he | D2'es, the minority of the Presbytery who had | 0m men crimes of which they are not guilty. It | the justice of God has waived its original demand, 
‘suing The explanations which Mr. Barnes gave | receivd a call, in the Spring of 1830 from the Ist | 7@8isted that measure, preferred a complaint, in| does not say, as I suppose, that the sinner ts held | or is yet unsatisfied. | 
of the sermon which was the cause of his prose-| Presbyerian Charch-iae Philadel hia. When. in| Which they stated it as a grievance to themselves, | 40 be personally answerable for the transgressions of| The whole of this language seems derogatory 
cution at that time, were published, and sent|accordince with the sc eativational order of the | 204 a8 dangerous to the purity and stability of the m, or of any other man.” to Christ as an all sufficient Redeemer ; it judges 
throughout the length and breadth of he lated. Presbyterian church, leave was asked to prose- Church, that a man was received into their fel-} Although the word transgsessions is here used | of the human nature of Christ as if it were a com- 
The sermon was also republished, and copies of| cute the call, the granting of the request was op- lowship, and installed in a congregation for whose | Plurally, yet it is evident from the whole tenor of | mon human nature, it leaves out of view the infi- 
it were distributed largely in the western part of| posed ly ree members of the Presbytery; but spiritual welfare they, as a part of the Presbytery, this division of the discourse, that the prime sin | nite support which the divine nature was capable 
our church; and the editor of the Philadelphian| after m ardent and protracted discussion they were bound to act the part of guardians, without] 0f Adam, which constituted his apostacy from | of imparting to the human nature of Christ, and 
issued a large number of extra copies of that} were faind to be in a minority (the vote being for | their being permitted to ask him a single ques-| God, is meant. Again, he says, p. 7, ‘‘ Neither} is very different from the view of this subject 
paper, containing the defence of Mr. Barnes, and | grantirg leave 21, and against it 12) and the call tion, relative to his soundness in the faith; al-{ the facts, nor any proper inference from. the facts | given by the framers of our standards, in the an- 
a ctimination of his accusers, and sent them, far| was acordingly prosecuted Here was the origin | *20ugh this soundness had been, in their judg-| firm, that I am in either case personally responsi- | swer to the 38 Q. of L.C. “It was requisite 
and near, to ministers and elders, and other influ-| of the whole controversy in regard to Mr ts ment, rendered exceedingly questionable, by a|5/e for what another man (refering to Adam) did} that the Mediator should be God, that he might 
ential individuals, in various parts of our land.| whichhas since ensued—a teeter ul which | £¢?mon which he had preached and published, and | efore I had an existence.” And he explicitly de-| sustain and keep the human nature from sinking 
Nor was the enlisting of influence in the favour of | the deil of only that part of it that took place in which had been circulated among the people over | Clares, that if God had charged upon mankind | under the infinite wrath of God, and the power of 
Mr. Barnes confined to the Presbyterian church.| the Presbytery and Synod of Philadel hia, before | Whom he was now placed as a pastor. The Sy- | Such a responsibility, it would have been clearly | death; give worth and efficacy to his sufferings, 
The editors of the Christian Spectator, a monthly | it wen; up to the General Assembl P waula far | 20d spent nearly two days in hearing the parties, | unjust, vide p. 6. The doctrine of responsibility | obedience and intercession ; aud to satisfy God’s 
riodical published in New Haven embarked in | exceed the limits of this iiieeenonty the prin-|2"4 in subsequent deliberations on the case. | here impugned is clearly expressed, Ccn. of F. | justice,” &. &c. 

is cause with great zeal. Of this periodical Mr.| cipal facts of the case, therefore, can be cane Every thing was conducted with great order, and | chap. vi. 6. ** Every sin, both original and actual.| 1) discoursing on human ability, the sermon 
Barnes has eal been known as a correspondent, | and ths as summarily as a fair exhibition of the | Sfict impartiality. Mr. Barnes read before the | being a transgression of the righteous law of God | eontaing ex saaiene which do ns seem to be 
and on the alluded to, the editors wrote | trath will permit. well In p. 14, it is said, * it is not to 
before we proceed to this, we beg a pat-| presented as the parts of his sermon. | over to the wrath of God and curse of the law, and 

the attention to a few remarks on the loud cry | One noticeable incident during this trial, ought | 80 made subject to death, with all miseries spirit-} 
secution against him; and they issued the num- ee t dus been raised—proclaiming that this whole | not to be passed over in silence. A member of| ual, temporal and eternal.” and it requires less physical power to love God 
rof the Spectator, that theeslenio- bi air aad its origin in a spirit of persecution Synod addressed to Mr. Barnes the following in-{ 2. In accordance with the above doctrine, that} = 
gies on one hand aa Medi on the other, a Fee aL; We ask, is there any evidence of this ? | terrogatory, and nearly in the following words:|mankind are not responsible for Adam's sin, he resents man’s inability as solely in the vill ; and 
‘ . as my colourable proof of it, been ever fairly | « Mr, Barnes—It is stated in one of the answers | affirms, p. 7, that ‘Christianity affirms the fact, _ p. 30, that men are , ot saved simply “eo 


accepted the call which was sent him, and came | though earnestly requested to remain, and to give | DY possibility, fail in its design. It is improper 
on any | ‘© 8uspend its efficacy upon conditions, when the 


conditions themselves are the results of its effi- 
cacy, see Con. of F. chap. viii. 8. ** To all those 
for whom Christ hath purchased redemption, he 
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whole month before the usual time of its publica-} submited to the public? We think an affirma-| of our Shorter Catechism, that ‘The sinfulness | that in connection with the sin of Adam, or as a they will not be saved. Here physical ability is 


to these questions will scarcely be | of that estate whereinto man fell consists in the | 7esult, all moral-agents will sin, and sinning will represented as competent to the performance of a 
Assembly, before the trial of Mr. Barnes should - Yet to. justify the allegations that| suilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of original|die.” And then proceeds to explain the principle 
place. extrordi- b en made, there ought surely to be, if not| righteousness, and the corruption of his whole|pon which the universality of sin is to be ac-j and human inabilit merely 
the Now Soho! palpabe proof, at least strong and plausible pre-| nature, which is commonly called original sin,’— counted for, by representing it to be the reault of | the wilt. 
party had a majority in the Assembly; RB Pers a mptins, that they are warranted by the facts of | Mr, Barnes, do you believe this!” Answer—‘ I | Adam’s sin, in the same sense, as the misery of a is contrary to Confession Faith,cha ee 4. From 
of eS as appeared on the vote for = Moderator. ee er But we think it can be shown to} do not.” ‘Thus, in the face of the Synod, he ex-|drunkard’s family is the reeult of his intempe- | jhi, original corruption whereby ws are utterly 
The sequ of this the satsfaction of every candid mind, that every | plicitly denied one of the fundamental doctrines|rance. Here it would seem, the author maintains dieabled ead meds 
address. We only add here, that the wails leaded Ee arc osed to the truth of these alle-/ of our public Standards. The result of this trial | that the same relationahip subsists between every good, and wholly inclined to all “ila roceed 
by the New School At the time now contemplated, we do} js thue recorded in the minutes of the Synod—| man and his family, as subsisted between Adam | and of 
oo far, at he or believe, that Mr. Barnes had a per- | «« The Synod having considered the subject of the| and his posterity ; that the same principle of mo- bu hin fell 
as to influence that judicatory discourage Presbytery—indeed if he has | complaints preferred by some of the members of} ral government applies to both cases alike, or in ability of. 
peers is unknown tous. He wasa stranger, | the Presbytery of Philadelphia, relative to the} other words, that mankind hold no other relation-} 
, y . y is whcle theological education had been in the proceedings of said Presbytery in the case of the| ship to Adam, than that of children to a natural poet fs being ceaanees pa: yt that 
at the laet Assembly, and began to take measures | of those who opposed the prosecution of his call; | coine to the following resolutions, viz: The public federal or representative character of | *'¢® 1s good, and dead to sin, is nat ehiay Bee 
d there was not a single allegation against hismo-| Resolved, That Ske Presbytery of Philadel-} Adam thus denied, to the explicit himself, or to prepare 
ral he was represented as hia, in not allowing the examination of Mr. statement in the answer to the 22 Q. of Larg. Cat.} of 
P man piety, ha been arnes in connection with his printed sermon, | The covenant being made with Adam as a pub-| of she 
coal have with a able of re previously to his reception as a member of Pres-| lic person, not for himself only, but for his pos- chuck 
y | ere Was every not bytery, and especially before his installation as terity ; all mankind descending from him by ordi-| 31.4) after adopting these the of 
persecution, but to make him a pastor of the first Presbyterian Church, gave just | nary generation sinned in him, and fell with him, 
le This the New School arty are at present hee ha ror te rest tery erie: | ground of complaint to the minority. in that first transgression.” might deus Thus p. 6, he says, ‘It is not de- 
him the oldest} 9, Resolved, That the complainants be referred} 3. He declares, p. 7. that ‘ the notion of imput-} that this langua P thin 
an poss hy the Fresbyterian denomination | back to the Presbytery of which they are mem- | ing sin is an invention of modern times,” contrary | Which are often thie 
Ever ped a number of its members were | bers, with an injunction to that Presbytery, to} to Con. of F. Chap. vi. 3, They being the root the 
the af hy often th ing, and hear and decide on their objections to the ortho- | of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, | in thet dock 
and o boasted, that the of the pre- Ady "di if he P ©|doxy of the sermon of Mr. Barnes, and to and the same death in sin and corrupted nature | used on the same subject in the Confession 
rear (1836) im cole ed and disobliged, the such order on the whole subject, as is required {conveyed to all their posterity, descending from | Faith and other of kan 
To thie ould refuse them the pastor of their by a regard to the purity of the church, and them by ordinary generation.” agaio 12. The creat principle on the 
the themselves, as did before, of the B. Phited h 2cknowledged doctrines and order.”—The ayes} 4. Ia p. 5, he admits that his language on the oses the ion are to be 
My af settiement in Fhilade must | and noes were called on these resolutions, when | subject of original sin differs from that used by the | cached P 
g in een persecutors Py at ever it appeared that on the first resolution, the ayes| Confession of Faith on the same subject, and the la to be 
ie on ear was a at were 30, and the noes 8. On the second resolu- | then accounts for this difference, on the ground of nent belne within the 
and bitter! vituperate both indivi- pelt Bhat to | the ayes were 28 and the noes 10.—As all the difficulty of affixing any clear and definite then as it is, let it lead it will 
and judicatories felt it tobe a gd the members of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, | meaning to the expression we sinned in him and withia or without the circumference of any ar 
The Philadel- persecution of the being parties in this trial, had no vote on the} fell with him.” This expression he considers, -,,cement of doctrines. He is supposed 
hian as is the chosen vehicle, | it ld if th h oy | resolutions, the large majorities in fa-| far as it is capable of interpretation, as intended not at all for its impin on an 
em, 4 they the they | vour of the complainants, show what was the | to convey the idea, not that the sin of Adam is im- ‘system ; ta bee 
ene and reproaches. Some articles, in- not h * d 4 ose gm oe “ a oe prevalent opinion of their brethren, after a full,| puted to us, or set over to our account, but that any frame work of Faith that has been pote 
stone tie sible fair, and patient hearing, of both the parties con- | there was a personal identity constituted between | the Bible.” This language would seem 
a arrest It is majority and minority, in the Presbytery of Phi-} The whole of this statement is exceedingly in- though he should subsequently discover 
fai on nebilite Ich, any 8 ladelphia, changed places—what had been the|cautious and improper. The language of the} was not founded on the word of God. 
jured, than thaw ess or probé can be majority, and the supporters of Mr. Barnes, now | Confession of Faith on one of the cardinal doc-| whist the liberty of every man to accept 
’ y goo became the minority ; and the minority, that had | trines is held up as obscure and unintelligible, or, ject any particular creed, is fully acknowledged 
faithful “ ous opposed his reception, now became a decided ma-| if possessing any meaning, as expressing an ab-|y this Presbytery yet they do deny, that any. 
In civil courts, it is considered as highly cen- h man ruths of the gospel) jority. Does not this prove that the more his|surdity. The framers of this confession are minister, whilet he in the 
surable, and.indeed as a punishable offence, to| and the purity and pace o the church, whatever | case was examined, the more untenable it was|charged with the absurdity of maintaining the} ,1, Steak terian Church. hese rickt (2 eee 
endeavour to prejudice the public mind, against or op osiion arise you On| found personal identity between Adam and his posterity, | i:5 creed ablic 
or in favour of a party, on any important trial, t an ony In compliance with the resolutions of Synod, aj When’ their language conveys no more than al ig not 
while it is still pending. It were well, in our M: t meeting of the Presbytery, pro re nata, was called | federal or representative relationship. This whole} 
judgment, if this were the case in ecclesiastical, 0 I. preached | the trial of Mr, It was probably at-| View of the doctrine of original sin, is, in the n is to 
as well as in civi) courts. But every restraint of 4 ac ca bag numerously than any other meeting | opinion of the Presbytery, obscure, perplexed, e t the held 
this kind has, from the very first, and invariably OF Fesby'ery | of this Presbytery that ever convened. It con-| fruitful of dangerous consequences, and therefore, y 
since, been utterly disregarded, in the case of Mr. or an} of, Or conver-| sisted of 59 members, 35 ministers, and 24 elders. | censurable. om y an Chen ant- 
Barnes. For three months in succession, after dividuals variety of shifts and evasions which were| The statements of this sermon on the doctrine | ll h 
the was put under discipline by the Presbytery of bi tain 18 practised by the friends of Mr. Barnes, to prevent | Of Atonement, are also, in the opinion of Presby- not held, For 
Philadelphia in 1830, that jadicatory was pub- “titl the examination of the points of false doctrine| tery, in some important features, erroneous, and the 
ticly and vehemently criminated in The Philadel- ©! contained in his sermon, we shall; not attempt to| contrary to the orthodox views. the pen 0 e law by Christ, is 
phian, before any member of the Presbytery ap- dion chief : detail. We never witnessed any thing like it, till} Atp. 21. He says this atonement was for God 
publicly in its defence; and when the de- is ich | the last meeting of our Synod; when the same|all men. It was an offering made for the race. It ment tot enied ; and the right- 
id it was in apamphlet form, which te and on | party reacted the same scenes, with some modifica- | had not respect so much to individuals, to the | COUSRESS © as the ground of 
bat circulation, and therefore could dis tions, adapted to the circumstances of the occasion. | !aw and perfections of God. It was an opening | Ith 
ave but little influence, in counteracting the party at Molrist ° Thi eon went — The great plea was, that it was unconsitutional to| of the way of pardon, a making forgiveness con- oe » although the text of the discourse 
the Phil 4 which the flying sheets d ti | examine and pronounce an opinion on this sermon, | Sistent, a preservation of truth, a magnifying of y doctrine: 
-of the ~ adelphian carried into every part of the : 49 oye - = = t . resbytery | J ithout tabling charges against the author, and | the law, and had no particular reference to any | CS! ered that the imputation of Adam’s first sin 
country. Hence the distant Presbyteries were left | Who objected to forvarding his call, contained subjecting him toa regular trial—a position, it will clase of men.” 


to elect their members, under all the prejudice fundamental errors—rrors affecting the very vi- it i ‘' 
which they had imbibed from a one-sided view of | tals of gospel truth, a: set forth in our Confession putation of his finished righteousness to them, do 


ahe whole subject; and they sent members to the| Of Faith and Cateclisms. What these errors] |; x, nag, ‘ : é ae .| all rest upon the same ground, and most all stand 
tion exactly as the majority did, at the time of this} to the non-elect. But if it be true that the atone-} together, and that it has been found in fact, 


— lieve by declaring that it is proper, and | ment te that those who deny one of these, do general] 
It is clear that when one party, in an important} have induced those who opposed the call to vote | Pay be expedient, to examine and decide on the ——, ee en er oe deny the whole mite be consistent, must neces- 
ecclesiastical trial not yet 4 to | for its being approve: and sent. The authorship doctrines of a publication, before the commence- | Of men,” upon what principle can it be regarded 

wall noted. formed. ini the ment of any prosecution against the author. *| 48 Satisfaction to divine justice for the sins of A 
in their favour, they reduce their o minds of a number if the Presbytery, the "sing But the friends of Mr. Barnes entered a formal ot reject the doctrine of justification, as held b the 
to the alternative of oither doing the or by | but ixsurmountable sbstacle, to ma he road sidered an and as ht in our of 
paper, requesting that he might be put on trial, on| ment be a eatisfaction for the sins of individuals, Faith dose 

in the courts of the shure Here, brethren, isthe} him with the pasbral office over a people for the ‘specification of formal charges. Yet, when | 0pon — pew we a © the answer to the uestion on justification in o 

reason and the sole reason, that has iven rise to| Whose spiritual velfare the Presb eg were charges were offered to be tabled fagainst him, don, make forgiveness consistent, preserve truth Shovter Cetechines aaaietn that “ Justification is ‘a 
the present addreas, and to the to| bound to watch, unler a fearful responsibil ity for ga Sy. the gy act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth al 

eat: areas as widely as may be found ore their fidelity to theGreat Head of the Church. {4,54 having now expressly enjoined * the Fea 8 to this view, is taught Con. of F. cap. viii. 5.) 07 eo and <a us as righteous in his 
| . ose concerned in this measure wou bytery to hear and decide on their objections|‘ The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and sight, only for the righteousness of Christ, imputed 


*We are aware tint beside all these classes, there | [those of the complainants] to the orthodoxy of the sacrifice of himself, which he, through the Eter- to us, and received by faith alone.” 
It is not satisfactory, that the sermon says, that 


peal of Mr. Barnes to go up to the Assembly, | has been a large one,composed of what have been call- | sermon of Mr. Barnes, and t 1 Spiri 
Da o ta er on| nal Spirit, once offered up unto God, hath fully is not 
ar jo Pedal i a word in behalf of the Synod | ed moderates, or pece men—men in the main truly | the whole subject as is required i rebepe the | Satisfied the justice of his Father, and purchased | “Christ died in the place of sinners;” that it 
ry ri ag “I im, if he and his friends had | orthodox, who nevetheless have thought that the | purity of the Church, and its acknowledged doc- | 90t only reconciliation, but an everlasting inherit-| speaks of “ the merits of the Son of God, the Lord 
adop yr sh simi eS But since we are con-| errors of Mr. Barne, and of those whose doctrinal | trines and order,” a strict obedience to this injunc- | ance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those} Jesus Christ”—of “the love of Christ,” of “ put- 
Gelteae iti Come OS oe pa fellow Christians and | creed was similar tohis, would best be corrected by | tion was impracticable, without examining and| Whom the Father had given unto him.” Again, | ting on the Lord Jesus Christ,” of being “ willing 
is 8 embrace the opportunity discourse, and that deciding on the orthodoxy of this publication. | in answer toQ.44L.C. Christ executeth the | to drop into the hands of Jesus, and to be saved by 
ut Me public mind, in regard Whether a prosecution of the author should, or | Office of a Priest in his once offering himself a} his merit alone,” of God, “sprinkling on the soul 
to the whole case of Mr. Barnes; for notwith-| them alone, and not listurb the peace of the church,| 1 114 not, be commenced, was to be decided | Sacrifice without spot to God, to be a reconcilia-| the blood of Jesus, and freely pardoning all its 
sins,” since this language may be used, and is ac- 


standing all the noise it has made in our church,| by 2ttempting to subject them to discipline—in time, 
™ |. | afte . Bat the friends of Mr. B , when | tion for the sins of his people,”’ &c. 
and in our whole country, for five years past, we| it was thought, they would probably correct them ee os At p. 11. He says “the atonement of itself| tually used, by some who explicitly deny, that 


ole g a it was ultimately determined to examine the ser-| 2: 

part 4 last mon as the proceeding, they | secured the salvation of no one and again The Christ took the law place of sinners, bore the curse 

public P cal rama hy A 7 * al ou bed ‘ diminished, within the last two or hee years. The} would neither speak nor vote on the case; and Mr. | 8tonement secured the salvation of no one, except | of God’s law in their room and stead, and that they 

rte ay as God had promised his Son that he should see/ are saved only by the imputation to them of his 
parse ©@ | the errors which they had judged could be reasoned 


* As the minutes of the Assembly are not yet pub-| Of the travail of his soul, and except on the con-| perfect righteousness. : 
On the whole, the aes. express} their 
should have preached 


t, that Mr. Barnes 
a discourse, so highly objectionable, 


from Philadelphia, as-entirely a local affair, and down, or would die avay of themselves, were. rapidly | lished, we cannot give the very words of the decision; | dition of repentance and faith:” This language 
is incautious aad calculated to mislead; as it| deep 


seems to imply that the atonement of itself does ' and publi 


‘both in number and in boldness, and really but. its purport we are confident we have given cor- 
,owerwhdm the whole church. vectly. 


Mme; 


@ mete dispute about words; a pete quarrel 
among clergymen in and about city, whieh 


~ 


We proceed with our narrative. Mr. Barnes | Barnes asked and obtained leave to withdraw, al- | 20t secure its own application, and therefore may, | and so-manifestly, in some of its leading points. 
opposed to the doctrines of the Confession of Faith 


and Catechisms of the Presbyterian Church; they 
earnestly recommend to Mr. Barnes, to reconsider 
and renounce the erroneous matter contained in 
his printed sermon, as specified in the foregoing 
decisions of Presbytery : and with a view to afford 
time to Mr. Barnes for reflection and reconsidera- 
tion, in reference to the errors of his sermon, and 
for opportunity for such of the brethren, as may 
choose to converse freely with him on the subject, 
the Presbytery do suspend their final decision on 
the case, until their next stated meeting.” _ 

It was then moved by Mr. Engles, “that 
Dr. Green, Mr. M‘Calla, and Mr. Latta, be a 
committee to wait on Mr. Barnes, to communicate 
to him the result of the deliberations of this Pres- 
bytery in the examination of his sermon, and to 
converse with him freely and affectionately, on the 
points excepted to in that sermon; in the hope 
and expectation, that the interview wil] result in 
removing or diminishing the difficulties which 
have arisen in his case ; and that they report at 
the next meeting of Presbytery.” 


Let candour say, whether the spirit of persecu- 
tion is discoverable in this award of Presbytery. 
Is not its whole language, manner, and substance, 
marked with moderation, caution, and even kind- 
ness? Can it be denied that the quotations are 
fairly made from the sermon ? and it fairly made, 
what orthodox man will say that they did not de- 
mand animadvertion ? and in what form, we ask, 
could animadversion be more tenderly expressed? 
On the other hand, can any thing be more evident, 
than that evasions, from first to last, were 
practised, to prevent the bringing of the doctrines 
of the sermon to a fair comparison with what is 
set forth in the Standards of the church. 

We wish to add here, that those who are desi- 
rous to understand ¢he whole case of Mr. Barnes, 
will do well to mark attentively, the objectionable 
points of doctrine in his sermon, as stated in the 
decision of the Presbytery. ‘They will be found 
to be the very same, which we shall show, are 
prominent in his notes on the Romans, for which 
he is now under suspension by the Synod.—T here 
is indeed more in the notes than in the sermon, 
but the most objectionable points are the same in 
both. Hence it appears, that after the space of 
five years for review and reconsideration, he ad- 
heres steadfastly to the unsound doctrinal errors 
he has adopted.—Time has only served to con- 
firm him in them, and to determine him, at all 
hazards, to teach, publish, and endeavour to dif- 
fuse them, as extensively as possible. Scarcely 
a hope is Jeft that he will either change them, or 
forbear to propagate them to the utmost of his 
ability. Will this be permitted in the Presbyte- 
rianchurch? The next General Assembly will 
decide the important question. 

To return to our narrative. The committee ap- 
pointed by the Presbytery to converse with Mr. 
Barnes * freely and affectionately, on the points 
excepted to in his sermon,’’ attempted to perform 
the duty assigned them. ‘hey went together to 
the study of Mr. Barnes; but alter receiving them 
courteously, he refused to hold any conversation 
with them a3 a committee, on the subject of their 
appointment, but said he would be willing to con- 
verse with them as individuals in private, After 
remaining with him about an hour, when they 
rose to depart, he delivered to them a paper, in 
which he had stated in writing the ground of his 
refusal; which was, in substance, that be consi- 
dered the whole proceedings of the Presbytery in 
his case, since the decision of the Synod, as un- 
constitutional, and therefore could do no act that 
might seem to imply its legality. ‘The committee 
made their report to the Presbytery, and delivered 
in Mr. Barnes’ written answer, at the stated meet- 
ing in April, 1831. After ‘much discussion, it 
was resolved, that without farther action on the 
case of Mr. Barnes at that time, it should be re- 
ferred, together with several points of constitu- 
tional order, which the discussion on his case 
had elicited, to the General Assembly, which © 
was to sit in the following month. 

To prevent the members of the Presbytery 
who now formed the majority, from retaining 
their representation in the Assembly, to which 
they would have been entitled if the case had 
gone up merely as a reference, the New School 
members contrived (for it really required con- 
trivance) to connect with the reference two or 
three complaints, against the proceedings in the 
matters referred; thus giving to the whole the, 
character of a case demanding a judicial process, 
and of course depriving the Presbytery, as a par- 
ty, of a vote on the merits of the question, in the 
court of the last resort. The manner in which 
the New School majority of this Assembly was 
secured, has already been indicated; and most 
faithfully did that majority act the part for which 
they were chosen. After regularly constituting 
the court, fur the trial in which the complainants 
had made Mr. Barnes a party on the one side, and 
the Presbytery a party on the other, they heard 
the voluminous documents which related to the 
case; and when those were finished, the repre- 
sentatives of the Presbytery were surprised with 
a proposal from their opponents, to leave the case 
to the decision of the court, without argument. 
A little time was asked to deliberate on this pro- 
position, but the Moderator, Dr. Beman, declared | 
that none could be allowed—the decision must be 
made without delay : and thus, taken by surprise, 
the Presbyterial representatives (indiscreetly as 
we think) consented to submit the case to the 
court without argument. As soon as this took 
place, a motion, which had previously been made 
without success, was renewed, which was, to 
submit the whole case to a committee. Thiscom- 
mittee the Moderator forthwith appointed, putting 
on it one of the Connecticut delegation, a resident — 
of New Haven. 

In the appointment of this committee, it will be 
observed, there was a total departure from the 
usual course in a judicial process; and this de- 
parture was still more flagrant, when the com- 
mittee reported. Although the constitution of 
the church expressly requires, that in cases 
of appeal **the clerk shall call the roll, that 
every member may have an opportunity to ex- 
press his opinion of the case,” this provision 
was totally disregarded. The roll was not call- 
ed, and all discussion on the report of the com- 
mittee was discouraged by the Moderator, and 
nothing of the kind took place. The resolutions 
of the committee were adopted almost without re- 
mark, and entirely without amendment. Thus, 
after a regular trial was commenced, in place of 
being carried through, it was dropped; and this 
without the consent, and contrary to the wishes of 
the Presbytery. The Assembly converted itself 
into a body, resembling the associations of the 
Congregational churches in New England: and 
this was boasted of, in a publication issued by 
the member from New Haven, in reply to some 

remarks which had been published, on the impro- 
priety of his appointment as a member of this 
committee. Along with much in the same style, 
he tauntingly says: ** 1 could not but ask within 
myself, what is this lauded system of power and 
jurisdiction worth—these judivatures, court rising 
above court, in regular gradation what are they 
worth, if you are afraid to try your system in the 
hour of need? .... And when the Assembly 
and the parties* at last acceded to that proposal, | 
I supposed that the general conviction was, that 
it was best to go to work on that occasion, in 
something like the Congregational way, rather 
than in the Presbyterian way.” Reproaches that 
can neither be denied or repelled, are more griev- 
ous and mortifying than any other, and into this 
predicament the Assembly of 1831, had, in the 
case of Mr. Barnes, placed themselves, and the 
constitution of the church which they represented. 


* This is incorrect. One of the parties, the repre- 
sentation of the Presbytery, never acceded to the pro. 
posal to have their case determined in the way it was 
issued. On the contrary, they felt deeply aggrieved by 
being deprived of a regular trial, according to the ex 
press provision of the constitution. 
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Several questions, relative to the construction of 
the constitution, in which not ony the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia, but every other Presbytery in the 
churels, were deeply. interested,-were at this time, 
yeferred for decision to the Assembly. These 
were evaded altogether ; the committee of 
the opinion that, if they be answered, they had 
‘Detter be diecessed and decided in thesi, separate 
from the case of Mr. Barnes.” And why, we 

»*@eparate from the case of Mr. Barnes.” Could 
g just answer to constitutional questions affect Mr. 
Barnes? Yes, and for that reason, beyond a 
question, they were waived at this time. Several 
of them have since been decided, so as to show 


that if they had been answered, in connection | 


with the pending case of discipline, they would 
have affected it very materially. T'wo of these 
questions were never answered, till the last As- 
sembly. One related to the constitutional right 
of a Presbytery to examine a member applying 
for admission, and bringing with him a certificate 
of good standing with the Presbytery which he 
has left.—The other was, whether it is constitu- 
tional to examine and pronounce on a publication, 
without, when practicable, commencing a prose- 
cution, in the first instance, against the author. 
The pring | were the resolutions passed in 
the case of Mr. Barnes: 
“1. Resolved, That the General Assembly, while it 
reciates the conscientious zeal for the purity of the 
urch, by which the Presbytery of Philadelphia is 
believed to have been actuated, in its proceedings in the 
case of Mr. Barnes; and while it judges that the scr- 
mon by Mr. Barnes, entitled, ‘ The Way of Salvation,’ 
contains a number of unguarded and objectionable pas- 
sages; yet is of the opinion, that, especially after the 
explanations which were given by him of those puas- 
sages, the Presbytery ought to have suffered the whole 
to pass without turther notice. 
“92, Resolved, ‘That in the judgment of this Assem- 
bly, the Presbytery of Philadelphia ought to suspend 
| all further proceedings in the case of Mr. Barnes. 
“3, Resolved, That it will be expedient, as soon as 
the regular steps can be taken, to divide the Presby- 
tery in such way, as will be best calculated to promote 


the peace of the ministers and churches belonging to | 


the Presbytery.” 7 

We wish it may be noticed and remembered, 
that even in these resolutions, passed by a New 
School General Assembly, the belief of that As- 
sembly is explicitly declared, that in * the pro- 
ceedings of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, in 
the case of Mr. Barnes.” that Presbytery were 
actuated by **a conscientious zeal for the purity 
of the church.” This, surely, is something a 
good deal different from a spirit of persecution 
and bigotry. We wish another circumstance may 
be noted in these resolutions; and that is, that 
Mr. Barnes, although prosecution against him 
was arrested, got a hint, which it were well if he 
had remembered, when he wrote his Notes on the 
Epistle to the Romans. The hint is, that the As- 
sembly *+ judged that the sermon of Mr. Barnes, 
entitled *The Way of Salvation,’ contained a 
number of unguarded and objectionable pas- 
sages.” 

We go on with our narrative. With some re- 
ference to the last of the foregoing resolutions, 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, at their first sta- 
ted meeting after the rising of the Assembly, de- 


- termined, by a considerable majority, to divide 


the Presbytery, much as it has sincebeen divided, 
by the line of Market street. The New School 
members of the Presbytery were not content with 
this; and if we rightly recollect, pleaded, as we 
- think they might, that such a division as the ma- 
jority petitioned for, would not fulfil the intention 
of the Assembly, in their last resolution. Ina word, 
here was the origin of elective Presbyteries, and the 
name which one of the New School members 
then gave them. ‘These members, therefore, got 
up a counter petition to the Synod, requesting a 
division that would put them altogether into a 
Both these petitions 
were brought before the Synod, which very 
shortly afterward met‘in Baltimore; but the Sy- 
nod, after an animated and prolonged discussion, 
determined not to grant the prayer of either of the 
petitions, and that the hoe vega should remain 
as it was, without a division. f this the New 
School members complained to the Assembly, and 
petitioned that body to do what the Synod had 


| as to the beat ourse tobe pursued, to get rid of 


thé elective affinity Presbytery; but there were 
very few members present, who were not entirely 
of one mind, that in eome way or other the evil 
was ‘to be abated. The measures that were finally 
adopted are expressed in the following resolu- 
tions. 

«« Whereas, the Report of the Committee appoint- | 
ed by the last Asseinbly, to whom was referred 
the complaint of the Second Presbytery of Phi- 
ladelphia, was founded in the apprehension of 
that Presbytery and of the Committee, that said 
Presbytery would be received by-this Synod at 
its present meeting, as a constituent member: 

Therefore, Resolved, 1. That while this Synod 
reprobate and condemn both the principle on 
which the Presbytery of Philadelphia was divid- 
ed, and also the exercise of unwarrantable autho- 
rity by the Assembly in dividing the Presbytery; 
and while the Synod expressly forbid any act of 
theirs in this matter, to be considered as sanction- 
ing either the principle or the act above alluded 
to and condemned, yet, regarding the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of this case, and with the above de- 
clarations of Synod, the bow do hereby receive 
the Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, as a con- 
stituent member of this body. 

2. Resolved, That in the exercise of the right of 
Synod to divide and unite Presbyteries, this Sy- 
nod do hereby unite the Second Presbytery of 
Philadelphia with the Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
and ordain the two Presbyteries thus united to 
be known as the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

3. Lesolved, ‘That in the exercise of the same 
rerogative, the Synod do: hereby divide the said 
resbytery of Philadelphia by the line of Market 

street in the city of Philadelphia, extending as far 
east as may be necessary, and west to the Schuyl- 
kill, then up the Schuylkill to the extremity of 
the Presbytery; and that the ministers and 
churches south of said line be known as the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, and those of the north side 
be known ae the second Presbytery of Philadel- 
hia.” 
‘ As usual, the elective Presbytery came forward 
to the next General Assembly (1834), with both 
a complaint and an appeal. A discussion ensued 
which (with intervals for attending to other ob- 
jects) lasted for about ten days. The details are 
too long to be specified, and are indeed not mate- 
rial to a correct understanding of the issue. That 
isaue was, that the complaint and appeal were 
both sustained, the vote on the former being 
Ayes 118, Nays 57, on the Jatter, Ayes 90, Nays 
81. A strong protest against this decision was en- 
tered by the minority, and answered by a com- 
mittee appointed by the house. We regret to be 
obliged by our limits to omit these important 
pape. But the Assembly did not rest here. 
aving found that the Synod of Philadelphia was 
irreconcilably opposed to the principle of elective 
affinity, in the constitution of the judicatories of 
the church, and never would admit a Presbytery 
formed on this:principle as one of its constituent 
parts, the measure was adopted of forming a Synod 
on the same principle, or one at least in which the 
elective Presbytery, already in existence, should 
have a dominant influence. Such a Synod was 
accordingly formed, consisting of the elective 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, and the Presbyteries 
of Wilmington and Lewes. And in answer toan 
inguiry, publicly made and answered in the 
house at the time, it appeared that the elective 
Presbytery of Philadelphia contained seven or 
eight members, more than both the other Presbyteries 
put together; so that it was manifest, that the Sy- 
nod was formed, not only for the accommodation 
of this Presbytery, but that, virtually, this Presby- 
tery was itself erected into a Synod. The Pres- 
byteries of Wilmington and Lewes, were algo ab- 
stracted from the Synod of Philadel} phia, not only 
without consulting it, but contrary to its known 
wishes. 

T'wo other extraordinary doings of this As- 
sembly, as having some connection with the case 
of Mr. Barnes, must be noticed here. A re- 
spectful and very able memorial was presented to 
the house, prepared by a number of brethren in 
the distant West,* and in which they stated that 
the sentiinents of members of thirteen Presbyte- 
ries in that region, had beenconsulted. ‘This Me- 


refused. The Assembly of 1832, to which the morial had been previously circulated in a pamphlet 


complaint and petition were addressed, was the 
most numerous that ever met in our church, con- 
sisting of 320 members—both parties having la- 
boured, through the preceding year, to bring out 
all their strength. After a debate which was con- 
tinued through a whole week, the New School 
petition for an elective Presbytery, was granted; 
including not only those who had petitioned the 
Synod, but several who never before had peti- 
tioned any judicatory on this subject. So that 
the Assembly, after granting what the Synod 
had refused, acted as a court of original juris- 
diction, having the power to divide and form 
-Presbyteries. This was believed by the Synod, 
and by many not of the Synod, to be plainly 
unconstitutional; since the constitution gives 
to the Synod the power “to erect new Pres- 
byteries, and unite or divide those which were 
before erected,’’ and it specifies no such powers 
as belonging to the General Assembly. The doc- 
trine contended for by the opposers of the elective 
affinity Presbytery was, that when a constitution 
or law, either civil or ecclesiastical, specifies cer- 
tain powers as belonging to a particular body or 
corporation, and does not specify the same or si- 
milar powers, as belonging to another body, 
whose existence it recognises and whose prero- 
gatives it specifies, the former body possesses 
its specified powers EXCLUSIVELY, and the latter 
body cannot, by any construction of its preroga- 
tives, lawfully invade or exercise those powers. 
It was also warmly urged, that the constitution 
defines a Presbytery to *‘consist of al! the minis- 
ters, and one ruling elder froin each congregation, 
within a certain district; and that in forming 
the contemplated elective Presbytery, the consti- 
tution would unavoidably be infringed; in as 
much as two Presbyteries would exist within the 
same district, and therefore each of those Presby- 
teries could not include al/ the ministers and con- 
gregations within that distriet. The Assembly 
notwithstanding, did form the elective Presbytery 
petitioned for, and it went into speedy and vigor- 
ous action. 


The Synod of Philadelphia which met in the 
autumn of this year (1832) refused to recognise, 
as aconstituent part of that body, the elective 
Presbytery created by the Assembly: and they. 
adopted a remonstrance, addressed to the Assem- 
bly of the following year, against the act by which 
such a Presbytery had been formed, and appoint- 
ed a committee to represent and plead the cause 
of the Synod, when it should come before the su- 
preme judicatory. ‘I'he Presbytery of Philadelphia, 
also presented a remonstrance, at the same time, 
against what they considered as an unlawful and 
injurious division of their body. The elective 
Presbytery, on their part, complained to the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the treatment they had received 
from the Synod, in not recognising them as a 
Preebytery. When the papers in which these 


- conflicting views came before the Assembly (1833) 


they were, together with two other complaints 
from individuals, relative tothe same cause. re- 
ferred to a committee, called in the minutes * the 
committee of compromise.” The committee re- 
ported that they had seen and conversed with the 
members, or representatives, of the elective Pres- 
bytery, and with thirty one members of the Synod 
of Philadelphia, and recommended to the Assem- 
bly the following resolution, viz. 

st Resolved, That the complainants in those cases 
have leave to withdraw their complaints, and that 
the consideration ofall the papers, relating to the 
Qd Presbytery of Philadelphia, be indefinitely 
postponed. The Assembly then united in prayer, 
returning thanks to God, for his goodness in bring- 
ing this matter to such an amicable adjustment.” 
Notwithstanding all this appearance of cordiality, 
and the final settlement of the controversy, it 
afterwards appeared, that the representatives of 
the Synod had never consented, but were entirely 
and inflexibly opposed to the report of the com- 
saittee, and that the chairman of that committee had 
made every effort in his power to get a written re- 
gainst the whole proceeding brought 
before the Assembly, but that his request was de- 
nied and hie paper not permitted to be read. 

When the Synod met at Gblumbia, Pa. in the 
Fall of this year (1834,) and heard the report of 
their committee, there was a difference of opinion, 


form and had been taken up, acted on and adopted, 
according to the report of the Committee of Over- 
tures, ** by eight Presbyteries, eleven church Ses- 
sions, fifty two ministers, and twenty-four elders, 
and in part by other Presbyteries.”—The Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia had adopted it unanimous- 
ly. ‘Ihe Memorial purported to be * on the pre- 
sent state of the Presbyterian church under the 
care of the General Assembly;”’ and it laid open 
in a plain and masterly, but respectful manner, 
the appalling and numerous errors, abuses and 
unconstitutional measures, which had found their 
way into the church; and it called on the Assem- 
bly, in very urgent language, for a corrective of 
these evils. ‘his Memorial was treated with 
marked indignity. lt was not even permitted to 
be read, (though its reading was repeatedly urged.) 
till it had been committed, and reported on, with 
every mark of disapprobation: And when it was 
at last read, some of the members went out of the 
house, and others manifested their dislike, not to 
say their scorn, by indications not to be mistaken. 
Not one of the reforms requested was granted; 
and the opportunity was taken to decide two 
points of constitutional law—which decisions, as 
being unconstitutional, were reversed by the last 
Assembly. ‘The first point was the one on which 
Mr. Barnes and his advocates had rested all their 
pleas against his being examined or questioned, 
when he joined the Philadelphia Presbytery; 
namely, ‘That clean papers place a man, in any 
Presbytery to which he may go, in the same good 
standing which; he held in the Presbytery that 
he has left—consequently, that all inquiry in 
regard to his orthodoxy is completely barred. 
‘The second point was, that no publication can be 
lawfully condemned, as containing heresy or un- 
sound doctsine, without first commencing a pro- 
secution against its author, if he be known and 
accessible. ‘The maintenance of this unconstitu- 
tional principle had furnished another main plea 
of Mr. Barnes and his favourers, in withholding 
his published sermon from a judicial scrutiny. 
There were other points on which this Assembly 

passed decisions of a very exceptionable kind, 
but we have not space to notice them specifi- 
cally. Protests, powerful and unanswerable, 
were offered by the minority against what was 
done in disposing of the memorial, but they 
produced no salutary effect. “here was indeed, 
a recklessness in the course pursued by the ma- 
jority of this Assembly, and an utter disregard 

of the feelings and remonstrances of the mino- 
rity, which we have never seen on any other 
occasion, in the supreme judicatory of our church. 

But what made the cup of bitterness overflow, 

was the absolute refusal, ever to admit or notice 

on the minutes, a motion made by a western mem- 

ber, for the Assembly to bear testimony against the 

numerous and fundamental errors prevalent in our 

country and church, which he specified in his mo- 

tion; and the most important of which were enu- 

merated and condemned by the last General As- 

sembly. 

Such were the proceedings which thorough- 

ly ratified the minority, that they could ex- 

pect, and the church could expect, no redress of 
grievances, and no measures calculated to arrest 

and counteract the evils which threatened to sub- 

vert our whole ecclesiastical system, till our su- 

preme judiciary should possess an essentially dif- 

ferent character from that of the existing General 

Assembly; and which had, in a considerable de- 

gree, belonged to all its predecessors from 1831 

to 1834, both these years inclusive. It was un- 

der the solemn impression of this conviction, that 

the minority of the Assembly, in concert with 

some other brethren who were providentially pre- 

sent in Philadelphia, and who had, in part, wit- 

nessed the oppressive and erroneous course of the 

majority, drew up and passed that Act,and Testi- 

mony, which, under the blessing of God, had a 

happy influence in contributing to bring into the 

General Assembly of last year an overwhelming 


Concluded on the fourth page, folio 32. 


* It was originally signed by sixteen ministers and 
twenty-three elders, oes addressed, “to the Mode- 
rator and members of the Presbyterian church in the 
United States, to meet in the city of Philadelphia, on 
the 15th of May, 1834.” 
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a peculiar adaptedness of the means to the end. 
“ All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness.” The state- 
ments of Scripture are not conjectural, but expres- 
sive of infallible truth; they have proceeded from 
the God of truth and accordingly may be received 
without any lurking suspicion that their light will 
prove deceptive. Admitting that the disclosures 
'made by the Scriptures are in accordance with 
truth, we cannot fail to observe how admirably 
they are adapted to the exigencies of man’s condi- 
tion. They proceed on the assumption that he is 
a fallen, depraved and ignorant creature, and as 
such address him. They unfold to him his duties 
and obligations to his Creator, the demands of the 
law and its, terrible sanctions ; they charge guilt 

upon him for his non-compliance and specify the 

innumerable particulars of his failure; they dis- 

sect the heart and show its very elements to be 

unparalleled deceitfulness and desperate wicked- 

ness ; they proceed further and show the tremen- 

dous liability incurred by this course of transgres- 

sion, and unequivocally state that the morally im- 

pure shall not see God, and that the soul that 

sinneth it shall die. 

This is the first class of traths which the Scrip- 
tures reveal and on the inculcation of which they 
urgently insist. But it may be asked, what ad- 
vantage is to result from studying this dark por- 
traiture of human nature? We answer, its advan- 
tage will be to lead us to the truth; to expose 
what was before concealed or but imperfectly un- 
derstood ; to remove the false colouring which has 
been employed to hide the deformities of human 
nature, and thus to exhibit man to himself in his 
true condition as a guilty and ruined creature, a 
rebel against God and an heir of perdition. 

Then again these Scriptures reveal a second 
class of truths which have an immediate bearing 
upon the soul’s safety. They reveal a Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord, in the plenitude of his 
power, and in the overflowings of his mercy; as 
one who came to seek and save that which was 
lost; and they explicitly state the method by 
which the blessings of his redemption are to be 
secured,—humiliation for our sin, exclusive de- 
pendence on the Mediator and a uniform life of 
holiness ; and they reveal all the rules of practice 
by which they must be regulated who would lay 
hold of eternal life, and finally they offer the 
ample aids of the Holy Spirit, to help our infirmi- 
ties, to strengthen our purpose and to give efficacy 
to all our otherwise abortive efforts to enter into 
the kingdom of God. On account of such dis- 
closures as these, the Scriptures are represented as 
able to make us wise unto salvation. Itis not 
however the letter of the Scripture which accom- 
plishes this, nor a mere theoretical acquaintance 
with its contents, but the power of the Holy Ghost 
accompanying it and working faith inus. It is 
in the estimation of faith that the word of God is 
beyond all price, and it is to faith that all its glori- 
ous and saving disclosures are made; hence it is 
to them that believe that the Gospel becomes the 
1 wisdom of God and the power of God to salvation. 

A knowledge of Scripture is therefore essential. 
Without this men cannot know their ill-desert in 
the sight of God, the extreme peril in which their 
souls are placed, or the fact that iniquity may be 
consistently pardoned. Where else can a Saviour 
be found or from what other source can the beams 
of hope be seen to issue to gladden the sinner’s 
path? Despised and depreciated as this Bible 
may be by the wicked and thoughtless, it brings 
consolation to many a sorrowful heart; it removes 
the burden from many a labouring conscience ; it 
restores to the path of safety many a wandering 
soul; and heaven with its redeemed millions, can 
testity how many it makes wise unto salvation. 
As the record of eternal life, all should diligently 
search the Scriptures. 


Prayer Meetincs.—The necessity and useful- 
ness of frequent meetings among Christians for 
prayer and praise, have been amply tested in every 
age of the Church; and so strong and general is 
the conviction in their favour, that a suspicion 
would be excited against a man’s personal piety, 
who should deliberately oppose them. It is true, 
that like every means of grace, they may be pervert- 
ed and abused ; they may be called at unseasona- 
ble times and repeated with too much frequency ; 
they may through the imprudence and indiscreet 
zeal of some who aim at notoriety, be rendered un- 
edifying ; but whatever abuses may arise in con- 
nexion with them, there is an unquestionable profit 
arising from their proper observance. We will 
advert but to two effects naturally produced by the 
union of Christians in devotional exercises, either 
of which should render such concert desirable. 
The first is that we gain from such interviews with 
our fellow Christians, the benefit of their experi- 
ence. Devout leaders in a praying circle cannot 
fail to communicate to others the things which 
they have received and learned of God. We do 
not mean, through the means of exhortation and 
lay preaching, but by the savour of their piety as 
it breathes itself out before God in prayer. One 
who is heavenly minded and holds sweet inter- 
course with God in the secrecy of the closet, 
cannot fail to enrich others by his devotions, when 
in their presence, he approaches to the throne of 
God with holy intimacy and boldness. Chris- 
tians may thus refresh each other’s spirits, and en- 
joy the benefits of each other’s spiritual knowledge 
and feeling ; and how many, from a happy experi- 
ence, can say, that some of their most blessed hours 
have been spent in the praying circle. But another 
and very important benefit arising from these asso- 
ciations, is that they nourish grace in the heart, 
which without this aid, might decline. Itis not 
to be concealed that it requires constant and well 
directed effort to maintain the spiritual life of the 
renewed man. Grace in the heart of man, is like 
a tender and delicate exotic transferred to an un- 
congenial soil and climate. <A thousand daily re- 
curring circumstances threaten its existence. 
Pride and worldliness; the world and the flesh; 
assaults from without and within, retard its growth, 
give it a sickly aspect, and would inevitably, but 
for the mercy of God, effect its extinction. This | 
being the case, the Christian must employ every 
proper means and use every wise precaution, to 


finds the example, the countenance, and the devo- 
tions of his fellow Christians materially tend to aid 
and assist him in his warfare, he should unite him- 


Erricacy or Scriprure.—The specific design |§ a 
of God in making a revelation of his will was to ‘indispensable, are not sufficient; there must be one, 
enlighten, instruct and save the world, and there is if not two pauses, during the week, in which the | in this case have been forgotten by mam, and the 


m= | himself animated and excited by kneeling with| Tur Appr&ss—We insert to-day avery im- 
them at the foot of the throne of grace; their mu-| portant and much needed exposition ofthe case, 
tual prayers produce mutual edification; and he | upon which in a great measure, the contpversy in 
soon discovers that the prayer meeting is a mean our Church has turned. We can vou for the 
__. | of affording him a very necessary aliment. The | truth of its details, and we sincerely hop that all 
ervices of the sanctuary on the Sabbath although | into whose hands it may fall, may give it a care- 


soul may recollect itself and make a special effort 
to counteract the withering influence of secular 
avocations; and such pauses are ,afforded by 
prayer meetings. They have a wonderful influ- 
ence in overcoming the insidious love of the world. 
Christians that periodically pray together will ex- 
ert a reciprocal good influence over each other; 
and the recollection of the past and coming prayer 
meeting will happily disarm many a temptation 
and check many an evil purpose. Besides there 
is a promise which has as much reference to such 
meetings as to the more general meeting of the 
people of God on the Sabbath; it is this in the 
language of the Redeemer. ‘Iftwo of you shall 
agree on earth, as touching any thing that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven. For.where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.’? This promise means, that when 
Christians meet even in small companies, for the 
purpose of devoutly supplicating God, he will cer- 
tainly hear and bless them. Ina word, it is al- 
most incredible that a Christian should thrive and 
be in spiritual health, while he disesteems and ne- 
glects these opportunities for social worship. 
In cities and villages Christians have generally 
agreed upon some particular seasons in the week 
for meetings of a social and devotional kind; but 
we have often observed, that it is too often ne- 
glected in country churches, where the people are 
scattered over farms. The neglect is excused by 
the want of a suitable place for meeting, and the 
difficulty of collecting the people who may live re- 
mote from each other. We have even known 
ministers to admit the validity of these excuses ; 
but to us they appear to go on a mistaken princi- 
ple. It is not necessary that there should be 


mise of Christ before recited, contemplates the 
meeting together of two or three ; and we ask whe- 
ther any house is too small to hold this number, 
or whether any country is so thinly settled, that 
this number could not be collected. We do seri- 
ously urge it upon our country brethren of the 
clergy and laity to organize throughout their re- 
spective congregations, prayer meetings on this 
principle. Let from two to four adjoining fami- 
lies meet weekly and alternately at each other’s 
houses, and mingle their hearts and voices in holy 
devotion. In this way every Church might have 
many prayer meetings at the same time, and if 
they possess piety, they might have much enjoy- 
ment. Indeed we are inclined to believe that 
these small meetings would be free from some 
temptations, to which larger meetings would be 
subject; those who attended would go to pray, 
and not to see and be seen, as is too often the case. 
Piety alone would be wanting to make them inte- 
resting. In this way too, many would be induced 
to lead in prayer, who would be intimidated before 
a larger assembly and would be gradually fitted 
for stations of more extended usefulness in the 
Church. We should rejoice to hear that this ex- 
periment has been tried; and we verily believe 
that no country church now deprived of prayer 
meetings, will stand excused to the great Head of 
the Church, in neglecting to improve a suggestion 
so practicable. 


INSTALLATION.—The Rev. William Patterson 
was ordained to the work of the ministry, and in- 
stalled Pastor of the congregation of Poundridge, 
New York, by the Presbytery of Bedford, on the 
10th instant. | 


CASE OF DR. ELY. 
[In the Pittsburgh Advocate we find the follow- 


ing communication relating to this case which 
we readily insert in justice to Dr. Ely. To us it 


lis entirely satisfactory as confirming the convic- 


tion which we had from the first. It is accompa- 
nied by a much longer communication from the 
Notary Public who was present at almost all the 
transactions which have given rise to the ramours. 
He gives an unqualified opinion of the correctness 
of Dr. Ely in complying with all the legal forms 
prescribed in entering lands. If the grand jury 
in Marion county have had any plausible pretext 
for their bill, it must be in the unintentional mis- 
takes into which the Doctor may have fallen in 
his‘entries, as incidental to large transactions.— 
Ep. Pres. } 


LAND OFFICE, MISSOURI. | 


Palmyra, Dec. 7, 1835. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to your’s of the 4th inst., 
requesting us “to state the general course, and 
particalar conduct of the Rev. E.S. Ely, of Phi- 
ladelphia, in your office, while entering lands for 
himself and friends, during the past summer,” we 
take very great pleasure in submitting the follow- 
ing statements: 

In all the transactions of Dr, Ely, involving an 
amount of between one hundred and fifty and two 
hundred thousand dollars, we feel confident that 
we are but doing an act of justice to that gentle- 
man, to say, that in all our transactions with our 
fellow men, we have never seen one whose whole 
course of conduct was more strongly characteris- 
tic of the perfect gentleman, than Dr. Ely’s. 
And in the great number of locations which he 
made, he manifested particular solicitude to avoid 
interfering with the interests of the citizens gene- 
rally, and particularly those who were settlers 
upon the public lands, and whenever his entries 
interfered with their’s, he has to our knowledge 
extended a degree of liberality which we have 
never before witnessed. 3 
In relation to the affidavits which the commis- 
sioners of the General Land Office require to be 
taken, the Register takes thie occasion to remark 
that in making his entries, Dr. Ely, at least on 
one occasion, declined entering several sections 
of land, in consequence of his entertaining doubts, 
whether he had seen those particular sections.— 
This statement is made for the purpose of show- 
ing you the caution which Doctor Ely observed, 
for the purpose of avoiding a conflict with the 
rights of the settlers upon the public lands. 

When Doctor Ely had entered lands, which 
were wanted by the settlers, we have known him | 
in a number of instances, to surrender it to them. 
And on other occasions we have known him to 
pay most extravagantly for improvements, which 
had been made, and in many instances to advance 
the cash to enable many to purchase lands, who 
were unable to doso without his assistance. 

We hope this short statement of facts, will 


tice to Doctor Ely, you are hereby authorised to 
WILLIAM WRIGHT, Register. 


WILLIAM BLAKELY, Receiver. 
Joun M’Kee, Esq., of Pittsburgh, Pa., now in 


self with their religious associations. He feels ' Palmyra, Mo. 


many to constitute a prayer meeting. The pro-} 


ful and serious perusal. The more renote facts 


recent facts are not well understood. ‘This docu- 
ment embodies them all in a clear and pespicuous 
narrative which none can fail to compreiend. We 
can speak well of the ability with whichthis paper 
is drawn up, a8 our own pen was not enployed in 
its construction. It affords another instance of the 
difference with which this subject has ben treated 
by the two parties—the Old School apealing to 
facts, the New, relying upon rhetoric. 


A Fasie.—A Fox was was once leard elo- 
quently defending a Wolf, and artfallysalliating 
his depredations on the sheep-fold. \ Mastiff 
overhearing his plea, shrewdly remarkd, that if 
there did not exist a secret sympathy betwen them, 
the defence would not have been half sodle. Mu- 
tato nomine, de te fabula narratur. 


Puiain Lancuace.—A writer in the Nev York 
Evangelist says in so many words, “‘ ever man is 
able to obey God, and bound to do so, though 
there were no Holy Spirit!” 


Rieut Views.—A correspondent says: This 
is a critical time with our church, but [hope in 
the end ‘ order may be brought out of coifusion.’ 
Jehovah is still the governor of the churcl, and as 
he will suffer no weapon formed against heito pros- 
per, we have reason to rejoice, placing entre confi- 
dence in him. But at the same time, dutyis ours, 
and means we must use for the maintenanceof truth 
and piety. How great then the responsiblities of 
Christians in this day of conflict! What neces- 
sity for intimate communion with God !”” 


_ For The Presbyteian. 
SACRED MUSIC. 


Mr. Editor,—The communication of C F.W., 
published in The Presbyterian, of 21st JAnuary, 
under the caption, ** Sacred Music, Innovaions,”’ 
commences thus: 

‘* I have been gratified with reading some short 
pieces in the last numbers of your paper,on the 
subject of sacred music; or rather, the ause of 
sacred music,” and then goes on expessing 
surprise, that such an important and inteesting 
part of the worship of God in the chuch as 
music, was so greatly neglected and iwfully 
abused, inasmuch as many of our churshes in 
this department, bring as an offering to Ged from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, the halt, the lame, the blind, 
and that which cost nothing; both on acount of 
the imperfect manner in which it is perormed, 
and the character of the persons by whon it is 
conducted, it can be nothing less than mockery to 
God, and that it was calculated and designed of 
God to be a moral engine, for the promdion of 
truth. But laments that as it is now coiducted 
it has the very opposite effect, and that i. would 
be well if the attention of our churcles was 
turoed a little more to that subject, anl much 
good be done by way of reform for Zion, and 
much abuse of her services prevented, aid many 
| family altars, which for want of proper attention 
to the subject, are now silent in prais:, made 
vocal to God. 

I read the commuication thus far with a de- 
gree of pleasure, expecting the subseqient part 
would present some remarks that wold go to 
lessen, or remove the difficulties suggested in 
the foregoing paragraphs, and have a terdency to 
remedy the evil he so much deprecates. But to 
my surprise, the whole of the difficulty in sup- 
plying the deficiency and correcting the evil, 
was wholly attributed and confined to the shape 
of the note in which music is written; and sur- 


to be the hobby by which we are to make melody 
in our hearts to the Lord; and there seems to be 
greater stress attached to the perforuance of a 
choir, or the sound of an organ, by many in the 
church, than there is in having the truths of the 


—~_ presented in the good old way; and I be- 

lieve, that the new way of singing, (1 mean by 

proxy, or in other words, by a choir,) has kept 

almost equal pace with New-school discuveries 
in theology. And it seems, that if there can be 
a choir got up in a church, and they are expert in 
singing faw. sol. law., there is a very important 
object attained ; but not so particular in regard to’ 
the preaching of the gospel, whether that be in 
accordance strictly with the word of God “3 not. 


For the Presbyterian. 
FASHIONS. 


Mr. Editor—Although by a canon of the 
Church of England, a copy of * the Homilies” 
is required to be kept in every parish church, and 
the ministers enjoined **to read them diligently 
and distinctly, that they may be understood by 
the people,”’ yet from the constant change of the 
fashions in dress, it would appear that the canon, 
or the homilies, or both were forgotten or disre- 
garded by the fashionable people of England. 
The following is an extract from the 18th ho- 
mily. 

“Ves the proud and haughty stomachs of the 
daughters of England are so maintained with di- 
vers disguised sorts of costly apparel, that, as 
Tertullian, an ancient Father, saith, there is left 
no difference in apparel, between an honest ma- 
tron, and a common (woman). Yea, many men 
are become so effeminate, that they care not 
what they spend in disguising themselves, ever 
desiring new toys, and inventing new fashions. 
Therefore a certain man, that would picture every 
countryman in his accustomed apparel, when he 
had painted other nations, he pictured the En- 
glishman all naked, and gave him cloth under his 
arm, and bade-him make it himself as he thought 
best; for he changed his fashion so often, that he 
knew not how to make it. Thus with our fantas- 
tical devices, we make ourselves laughing-stocks 
to other nations; while one spendeth his patri- 
mony upon pounces and cuts, another bestoweth 
more on a dancing shirt, than might suffice to bny 
him honest and comly apparel for his whole body. 
Some hang their revenues about their necks, 
ruffling in their ruffs ; and many a one jeopardeth 
his best joint, to maintain himself in sumptaous 
raiment.” 

Instead of laughing at England and France for 
their folly in this respect, I fear we, as a nation, 
are in the same condemnation. And what makes 
the matter worse with us, is, that for the most 
part, we are the servile imitators of foreign whims 
and fashions. 

Let our motto be * Simplex Munditiis 
Horace. W. 


For the Presbyterian. 
PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH. 


Mr, Editor,—1 perceive through the mediom 
of several of the public Journals that the last 
Thursday of this month is to be “ set apart by 
Christians very extensively as a season of fasting 
and prayer for revivals of religion in our colleges 
and various seminaries of learning.’ Such an 
appointment gives me peculiar pleasure and I trust 
the prayers of professing Christians will be ex- 
tended to the church. Never since the giorious 
days of the Reformation did she require more the 
— of the saints, than at this momentouscrisis. 

hen the enemy of souls is endeavouring to level 
her in the dust is it not time for her friends and the 
friends of our Lord Jesus Christ to be up and doing? 
let us rally round her bleeding cross and in the 
faith and strength of our Captain, contend earnest- 
ly for the faith once delivered to the saints. Let 
not the reiterated attacks of our enemies intimi- 
date us, Jet not their ambiguous words and mys- 
terious explanations deceive us, but let us firmly 
— to the plain simple truths of the word of 
God, 

I am sorry to see such dissension in our church; 
it is matter of deep Jamentation to her friends to. 
see her rent by internal discord; but before we 
surrender up one tofa, or cast disgrace on her 
most excellent formula, we should sacrifice oar 
lives at the altar of persecution. 

In view sir of this subject I would suggest the 
propriety of setting apart the above or some other 


prise is manifested that the sacred harp, which 
claims L. Mason of Boston, for its author, should 
have been printed in patent, or, as he is pleased 
to term them, blockhead, or dunce-notes. 


Boston, and C. F. W., but I would like to know, 
whether the circumstance of persons beiog taught 
the science of music, by means of round notes, 
would be better qualified to sing “Old Hundred,” 
or any other tune, more accurately or me'odiously ; 
to better advantage or with more devotional feel- 
ings and engagedness, than could te done if 
taught the same tunes, by nieans of patent, or 
blockhead notes; if not, then the writer can 
never gain any thing by his remarks, in endea- 
vouring to remove an evil that did not exist, i. e. 
that if L. Mason of Boston, had printed his 
sacred harp in round notes, the deficiency would 
have been supplied, and the abuse of the ser- 
vices of the church prevented, and the family 
altar which is now silent in praise, made 
vocal to God. ‘This never was, nor can be the 
cause of the evil of whici complaint is made. 
But the patent notes seen, with the writer, the 
turning point of the wholeconcern, and he expa- 
tiates on the practical and beneficial influence of 
the one, to the disparagement of the other; just 
as if the shape of a note, vould alter the sound, 
any more than the shape >f a man’s hat, or the 
cut of his coat, would change the heart, or alter 
the disposition of a man ‘oid of correct princi- 
ples. A teacher of music for instance, gives his 
pupil for a_ lesson, the eight notes, in all their 
variety of character and soind, from a semibreve 
down to a demisemiquave, commencing on dif- 
ferent letters consequently different sounds; say 
at E.F.G.A., and the note: are printed in patent 
form; the teacher of coursewill inform the pupil, 
in what manner and by what rule he may obtain 
a correct sound from Ek. B. or from B. to F. 
and also the places in the octave in which the 
tones and semitones occu. Surely in this case 
no one will affirm, that thesounds would be any 
other, or at all altered, had they been printed in 
round notes. Well, suppae this pupil becomes 
thoroughly acquainted, and master of all the dif- 
ferent sounds of the eigtt notes, under, or by 
means of the blockhead naes, (which can surely 
be attained,) will any ont pretend to say, that 
another taught the same ksson, but printed io 
round notes, would be ate to sing or chaunt 
them more accurately, anc to better advantage, 
because the notes were roind, and had taken a 
little more study to acquirethe name of the notes, 
which, by the bye, could & learnt in the course 
of an hour or two, by any jroficient scholar? I 
know that a person can learn to read notes that 
are printed in patent form, vith less labour and 
Jess study, than by means of round ones. But 
this is no argument that roind notes are better 
than patent, because a personmay, and can, learn 
to read or call the notes corretly by their appro- 
priate name io either form, aid still be as igno- 
rant of what constitutes hamony or unison of 
sound, as one who undertakes to interpret Greek 
or Latin that had never acqured the knowledge 
of either. But the writer tays, that from his 
own experience he believes that the use of 
‘ae notes has done great injury in acquiring 
nowledge in sacred masic: and to prove this, 
says that he has most of Mr. L. Mason’s musical 
works—his Manual, Cyclop:dia, and from the 
discovery he has made fron these works con- 
cludes, that the deficiency in the performance of 
music in our churches is, mvasurably, 
u 


satisfy you as to the correctness of Doctor Ely’s|the Harp being printed in patent notes. 
course. And for the purpose of doing an act of jus-j again, he asks, would it not te well if the atten- 


tion of our churches was turied a little more to 


counteract the circumstances which are adverse to| make such use of this communication as your|this subject. In answer to tis interrogatory, I 
the increase and even existence of his piety. His} sense of propriety may dictate. Accept the as-| would remark, that I think it would be well for 
safety lies in being much with God, and as he | surance of high regard with which we are dear | our churches, if our church sessions would give 

| sir, your most obedient servants. 


their attention to this subject more fully, by pro- 
hibiting the too common prictice of getting. ap 
choirs, and bands, and organs. In the performance 
of sacred music in our churckes in time of divine. 
service, this practice of singng by proxy, seems 


Now, | am unacquainted, both with L. Mason of and bled 


pers 


is a duty we owe to ourselves and our God, lest 

in his providence we should be deprived of those 

glorious privileges for which our fathers soffere d 
GAMMA. 


For the Presbyterian. 
SENECA’S CONJECTURE. 
Seneca’s remarkable conjecture of the discovery 
of a new continent, translated from the original. 


Time yet shall be— 
Tho’ distant now— 
Our eyes shall see 
The sailor plough 
The ocean deep, 
Far from the bound— 
Our tribes now keep, 
New worlds to found. 
There limits large 
Shall girt the race, 
And earth surcharge 
With populace ; 
And Thule’s utmost— 
Now so far— 
Shall near her boast 


Another star. J. M. 


For the Presbyterian. 
THE AURORA BOREALIS ET OCCIDENTALIS. 


This unusual phenomenon appeared some time 
ago in our valley, and as you have inserted a brief 
notice of what appeared at the same time near the 
Atlantic, it may not be uninteresting to compare 
notes. In the early part of the evening, between 
5 and 7 o’clock, we were walking a short distance 
from home, and a light, like evening twilight, or 
‘the morning spread upon the mountains,” at- 
tracted our notice. A few moments, or minutes, 
increased the halo that now invested the northern 
horizon, and from which radiations shot up, at in- 
tervals, yet not very vivid in appearance. The 
aspect of the heavens changed rapidly—the at- 
mosphere presently seemed to glow. The circle 
included within the splendid appearance enlarged 
in equal proportions, till a grand arch illuminated 
the pole, and rose beyond it toward the zenith, 
which it reached nearly. In the midst of it were 
stripes of light, stretching upwards from the illu- 
minated ring, and corruscations of pink lustre 
gleamed, or sallied forth in curves, parallel to the 
starry vault, lining it with a sort of transparent 
gauze, 80 attenuated, that the stars shown through 
it. ‘These were for some time fixed, and seemed 
awaiting one more splendid meteor, before they 
melted away in thin air. Soon, this grand ac- 
companiment appeared. We now witnessed, what 
may be termed the Aurora Occidentalis. Look- 
ing westwardly, a little N. of the point due W., 
a tuft of bright light appeared, just on the rim of 
the horizon ;—and it shot up, and came careering 
over our heads, passed along, and spanned the 
valley. It was the outer edge of the whole sheet 
of light, and was like a white crest fringing a 
crimson or damask ground, or like a burnished 
helm surmounting the ensanguined brow of Mars. . 
Presently, as if the mass of light met with an 
eddy in the atmosphere, or some electric attrac- 
tion, to divert its course, near the western ex- 
tremity of it, we saw it curve into a graceful fes- 
toon, and remain for some time suspended in that 
form. It looked like another milky way, just 
about the same breadth, and girded with its 
beauteous belt the azure canopy. The evening 
grew light, and presented the singular appearance 
which we may suppose would occur, were the sun 
to rise at the Ae and the moon at the west; at 
the same time, shooting thin rays of red and 
white in distinct columns from points below the 
horizon. This grand phenomenon was visible ti)l 
near 11 P, M. but by this time changed its ap- 
pearance very much. [t then was all’ white, and 
in what seemed like patches of light, or nebula, 
streaked, and beaming, at irsegular intervals of 


day for special prayer for the peace of Zion. It 
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For the Fresbyterian. her sick child, in consideration of her not having 
t, y to 6 EXCERPTS. a single copper, and having never failed to pay 
y N. . &. by N.;—in shape like a cone, the priest, for whom he was selling grace, punc- 


whose bare rested on the horizon. This sigo in 
the heavens may portend war, or whatever it is 


known to signify, at other times, but, for our- 
selves, we anticipated frost, and we have had a 
very severe and long continued one. The ob- 
server of such a beautiful exhibition of fire-works 
or light-works can best enjoy it, as delineation, 
however faithful, even on canvass, or the imagi- 
nation, must fall below the reality. But he that 
would attempt to pencil such a scene, would find 
that eun beams or native light alone could repre- 
sent the same. It is obvious to remark of what a 
vast variety of combinations light is susceptible; 
and how easily, by increasing the refractive power 
of the atmosphere, by dryness, moisture, cold or 
other causes, it may be made a vast prism, to 
transmit to our eye the primary colours; or a 
Kaleidoscope, to blend them into ten-thousand 
fancy forms, of which we can scarcely have a 
conception. 
“These are Thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this universal frame, 
fair Thyself how wondrous then!” 

is 


For the Presbyterian. 


DAVID HUME AND HIS MOTHER. 
Mr. Editor—I read in the Presbyterian of last 
week, under the head of Anecdotes of Hume and 
Voltaire, an anecdote of Mr. Hume, from the 
travels of the American Silliman, which I beg 
leave to say is destitute of proof: a quality it 
amply requires, being given by the traveller forty 
years after the death of the philosopher, from the 
report of an individual, while the circumstance is 
not one which would have probably escaped the 
religious zeal of some of Mr. Hume’s Commenta- 
tors. I hold no fellowship with infidelity, but 
think it no more than justice, that as you have 
poblished Silliman’s, you should also publish the 
following anecdote of a more pleasing nature, con- 
nected with the same circumstance : 
On the appearance of Silliman’s anecdote Mr. 
(now Hume, the philosopher’s 
communicated to the editor of the Quarterly Re- 
view, the following anecdote. (Here I mention 
that it is acknowledged by the Reviewer, as an 
authenticated contradiction to the statement of 
anaes David and he (the hon. Mr. Boyle, 
brother of the earl of Glasgow,) were both in 
London at the period when David’s mother died. 
Mr. Boyle hearing of it soon after, went into his 
apartment, for they lodged in the same house, 
where he found him in the deepest affliction, and 
in a flood of tears. After the usual topics of con- 
dolence, Mr. Boyle said to him, My friend, you } 
_ owe this uncommon grief to your having thrown 
off the principles of religion ; for if you had not, 
ou would have been consoled with the firm be- 
lief that the good lady, who was not only the best 
of mothera, but the most pious of Christians, was 
completely happy in the realms of the just. ‘To 
which David replied, Though I throw out my 
speculations to entertain the learned and meta- 
physical world, yet in other things, I do not think 
so differently from the rest of mankind as you 
imagine. 
This I believe to be the only true anecdote of 
that circamstance. Ss 


For the Presbyterian. 
SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED. 


HONEY DEW. 


The original passage narrating the march of 
Saul’s army through the forest to attack their 
enemies, is more definite rather than our transla- 
tion of it, in some particulars. In perusing it, 
this morning, it occurred to us that the whole ac- 
count of the honey found in the wood, which 
dropped, not from the comb, but from the wood 
itself, as the word comb might be translated wood, 
will receive some new light from the well known, 
phenomenon of the honey dew. It is frequently 
seen by the inhabitants of the country, standing 
in drops upon the leaves of trees, and is pure 
honey, not less sweet than the collections made in 
the bee-hive. Whether it distils from the atmos- 
phere upon the leaves of the forest, in regions 
where great quantities of saccharine matter are 
exhaled from the earth, or whether it is elaborated 
in the trunk, or stems, or leaves of the tree, and 
oozes out through pores upon thin surfaces, is not 
clearly ascertained, but the fact of the existence 
of such viscid humour, which suffuses vegetation 
at certain seasons, is too well attested to leave 
room to doubt it. 

In 1 Samuel xiv. 26, it is said, ‘and when the 
people were come into the wood, behold, the honey 
dropped,” &c.—and in the 27th verse it is said, 
that **he (Jonathan) put forth the end of the rod 
that was in his hand, and dipped it in a honey 
comb,” &c. The word rendered wood is the same 
rendered comb—but altered with no propriety. It 
may certainly also read wood—and then the idea 
is, that he touched the honey wood, or honied 
wood, with his rod—and thus he got * a 4ttle of 
this honey,” of the leaves of the wood, which in 
our owe day still yield occasionally a small quan- 
tity on a leaf. 


SCRIPTURE EXPLAINED. 

1 Samuel xvi. 15.—‘*4n evil spirit from God.” 
As there is no preposition in the original answer- 
ing to the word from, it should be rendered an 
evil spirit of God, meaning Satan, who is so called 
to distinguish him from a good angel or spirit. 
The simple truth then was that Satan came, though 
not from 


For The Presbyterian. 
MILTON. 


Milton, that prince of poets, finely conceived 
the arrangements of the unseen world by assign- 
ng old Chaos and Darkness their dominion be- 
yond the limits of Earth, in some middle region 
between Earth and Hell. And as somewhere 
thereabout the Limbus Patrum had been located by 
high authority, he passes a fine satire upon this 
fond conceit in the following lines. (Paradis 
Lost, 3d Book.) E. K. 


Other creature in this place, 
Living or lifeless to be found was none ; 
None yet, but hereafter from the earth, 
Up hither like erial vapours flew, 
Of all things transitory and vain, when s in 
With vanity had filled the works of men; 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things, 
Build their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 
Or happiness in this or th’ other lite ; 
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful superstition and blind zeal; 
Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their decds. 


And many more too long, 
Embryos and idiots, eremits and friars— 
White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery, 
Here pilgrims roam, that stray’d—go far to seek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heaven; 
And they who, to be sure of Paradise, 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 
Or in Franciscan think to pass disguis’d ; 
And now St. Peter ut Heav’n’s wicket scems 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 
Of Heav’n’s ascent they lift their feet, when lo! 
A violent cross wind from either coast, 
Blows them transverse ten thousand leagues away 
Into the devious air; then might you sce 
‘Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers tost 
And fluttered into rags; then reliques, beads, 
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls, 
The sport of winds: all these upwhirl’d aloft, 
Fly o’er the backside of the world far off, 
Into a limbo large and broad, since call’d, 
‘The Paradise of fools, to few unknown 
Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 


THREE GREAT PHYSICIANS. 
Desmoulia, a celebrated French physician, when 
on hie death bed, having calted around him the 
most distinguished of Paris, Gentle- 
men,” says he, “I leave behind me three great 
physiciana,”-—on their argiog him to mention 


UNPLEASANT COMPANY. 


I have sometimes left the 
drawn trom the ruddy fire, 
thickest of these sooty shades (a dark winter's 
night) without regretting the change, rather ex- 
ulting in it, as a welcome deliverance. ‘The very 
gloom was pleasing, was exhilarating, compared 
with the conversation I had quitted. "ihe speech 
of my companions (how does it grieve me, that I 
should even once have occasion to call them by 
that name!) was the language of darkness; was 
horror to the soul, and tortute to the ear. Their 
teeth were spears and urrows, and their tongue 
@ sharp sword, to stab and assassinate their 
neighbours character. Their throat was an open 
sepulchre, gaping to devour the reputation of the 
innocent, or tainting the air with their virulent 
and polluted breath. 

Sometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 
discourse shot arrows of profaneness against Hea- 
ven itself; and in proud defiance challenged the 
resentment of Omnipotence. Sometimes, as if it 
was the glory of human nature to cherish the gross- 
est appetites of the brute, or the mark of a gentle- 
man to have served an apprenticeship in a brothel; 
the filthiest jests of the stews (if low obscenity can 
be a jest) were nauseously obtruded upon the 
company. All the modest part were offended and 
grieved, while the other besotted creatures laugh- 
ed aloud, though the leprosy of uncleanness ap- 
peared on their lips. Are not these persons pri- 
soners of darkness, though blazing sconees pour 
artificial day through their rooms? Are not their 
souls immersed in the most baleful shades, though 
the noontide sun is brightened by flaming on their 
gilded chariots? They discern not that great and 
adorable Being, who fills the universe with his in- 
finite and glorious presence: who is all eye, to ob- 
serve their actions, al/ ear, to examine their words. 
‘hey know not the all sufficient Redeemer, nor 
the unspeakable blessedness of his heavenly king-. 
dom. ‘They are groping for the prize of happi- 
ness; but will certainly grasp the thorn of anxiety. 
They are wantonly sporting on the brink of a pre- 
cipice, and are every moment in danger of falling 
headlong into trretrievable ruin and endlesa despair. 
They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, de- 
riding me in my absence, are charging my rever- 
ence for the ever present God and my concern for 
the dignity of our rational nature, to the account 
of hu.nour and singularity. Beit so. I will in- 
dulge no indignation against them. If any thing 
like it should rise, I will convert it into prayer. 
** Pity them, O thou Father of mercies! Show 
them the madness of their profaneness, show them 
the baseness of their vileribaldry. Let their dis- 
solute rant be turned into silent sorrow and con- 
fusion; till they open their lips to adore thine in- 
sulted majesty and to implore thy gracious pardon, 
till they devote to thy service those social hours 
and those buperior faculties which they are now | 
abusing, to the dishonour of thy name, to the 
contamination of their own souls and (unless 
timely repentance intervene) to their everlasting 
infamy and perdition.”—Hervey’s “ Winter Piece. 


beaming tapers, with- 
and plunged into the 


2. FINNEYISM MORE ANCIENT THAN FINNEY. 


‘¢ They, whose sentiments of free will and grace 
we are opposing, suppose that is essential to a 
free action or otherwise it could not be denomi- 
nated free, that it be performed with indifferency, 
that is, that the will of man should be so equally 
poised, that as it determines itself to one extreme, 
it might as well have determined itself to the 
other: therefere he that loves God freely, might, 
by a determination of his will, as well have in- 
clined himself to hate Him; and on the other hand, 
he that hates God, might, by an act of his will, 
have determined himself to love him: the balance 
is supposed to be equal and it is the method that 
the person uses to determine his will, that gives a 
turn to it. And from hence they infer, that they 


who persevere in grace which they do freely, 


may, for the same reason apostatize; yea, they 
proceed farther, at least some of them, who have 
maintained that our Saviour might have sinned, 
and consequently the work of redemption have 
miscarried in His hands; because according to 
this notion of liberty, he acted freely in all those 
exercises of grace; which we suppose were no less 
free because they were necessary; and also from this 
account that they give of liberty, they infer that the 
angels and glorified saints might sin and so lose 
that state of blessedness they are possessed of ; 
other wise their obedience is not free; which absur- 
dities are so apparently gross, that they who duly 
weigh them, will not easily give into this notion of 
liberty. And there is another absurdity which the 
Pelagians dare not assert; for it would be the 
greatest blasphemy that could be contained in 
words, though it equally flows from this method 
of explaining the nature of liberty; that either 
God muat not act freely, or else he might act the 
contrary, with respect to those things in which he 
acts, like himself, as a God of infinite perfection; 
and accordingly, if he loves or delights in himself 
freely, or designs his own glory, as the highest 
end of all he does, and ever means to bring about 
those which are most conducive thereunto; where- 
in his holiness, wisdom, justice and faithfulness 
appear; I say, it will follow from their scheme, 
and J cannot but iremble to mention it, that he might 
do the contrury; what is this but to say that he 
might cease to be God ! ! !—idgeley’s Body of Di- 
3d vol. p. 345, Art. Ef. Call. Philadelphia, 
1815. 


‘6 DOTH NOT NATURE ITSELF TEACH?’’ 


There is no animal besides man that has any 
knowledge of the Deity. But among men there 
is no nation so wild as not to know that a God 
}is to be owned, though in what way becomingly 
to acknowledge him, it may notknow. But since 
the firm agreement of all nations is in every thing 
the voice of nature, and an argument for the truth 
of a thing, it must be confessed that there is a 
Divine Being.—Cicero. 

If any man comes into any house or into a gym- 
nasium, and sees there the arrangement and order 
of their contents, he understands that there is 
some one in charge to manage each matter. Just 
so, if any one behold the perpetual and certain 
motions, the changes and orders of the heavenly 
hodies, which are so numerous and so great, he 
cannot but own that all these things are govern- 
ed by some mind. But, whereas, neither human 
mind nor power could produce them, one God 
and only he can be the architect and ruler of .80 
mighty a performance.—Cicero, 

‘l'hus the saying is verified, * they knew God,” 
bat, alas! * they glorified him not as God.” 


Selected for the Presbyterian. 


CHARACTERISTIC.—* SELLING GRACE TO POOR 
SINNERS.”” 


‘* Walking with a friend, in rather a remote 
part of the town (Rio Janeiro) our attention was 
attracted by the approach of two clerical person- 
ages. One of them was seated on a fine charger, 
that would not have disgraced the rich valleys of 
Andalusia, and the other on a sleek mule! And 
yet they were both mendicants, as could readily 
be perceived from the baskets of the one, and the 
alforjas (saddle bags) of the other. As they ap- 
proached leisurely along, keeping * a bright look 
out’’ on either side, we asked an old woman, who 
was seated near the door of her humble rancho, 
who they were? ‘Signiors,” said she, “they 
are of the church of St. Augustine, dispensing 
grace to poor sinners.” They had by this time 
passed us at a short distance, and we began to des- 
pair of witnessing any of the singular dispensa- 
tion. Just as they approached the termination of 
the street, we saw a woman, about the middle 
age, rash from her hovel, nearly opposite to 
where we were, standing and calling out to them 
vehemently, stop! slop! and give-_me a little grace!” 
The horse and mule were brought to a stand, 
while we followed close to the woman, who now 
approached the man on horseback, hurrying along 
with her a child of perhaps ten years of age, sal- 
low and evidently in extremely bad health. We 
now saw that within the basket was a waxen 
image of the Virgin, having in her arms another 
waxen image of the infaut Saviour. The poor 
woman insisted upon having some grace, ‘* with- 


them, expecting prebably to hear their owa names, 
he briefly added; Warer, Exercise anp Diet.” | 


out money and without price,” for the benefit of 


tually for confessing her. He was, however, in- 
exorable ; and would have gone off had the poor 
woman not implored him to wait for another mo- 
ment, to see if she could procure any thing with 
which to bay a little grace for her sick child ; and 
stepping into a neighbouring hut, returned with a 
single egg. When the egg was deposited in the 
basket, in despite of frowning, we took a look 
within, where were to be seen, carefully deposit- 
ed in their proper bongy some fowls ready for the 
spit, eggs, vegetables, &c. all was fish, it appear- 
ed, which came to this net. The child was 
raised up, and imprinted upon the feet of the saint 
a feeble kise ; and the saintly one moved on, 
seeking farther “* whom he might devour.” We 
felt for a moment as thoogh we could have cut 
off the fellow’s ears, together with those of his 
employer; and he looked at us as if he could 
have willingly served us in the same manner.” 
«+ All hail, religion! maid divine, 
Pardon a mase 80 mean as mine, 
Who, in his rough, imperfect line, 
Thus dares to name thee; 
To stigmatize false friends of thine, 
Can ne’er defame thee.” 


—Journal of a Voyage Round the World, by J. N. 
Reynolds.—p. 52, 53. 


From the Boston Recorder. 
LOSS OF MISSIONARIES ON LAKE MICHIGAN. 


It has frequently been stated in the papers that 
three missionaries were lost on board the schooner 
Bridget, in the southern part ef Lake Michigan, 
in agale about the 10th of November last, and the 
inquiry has frequently been made to what society 
they belonged, and what were their names. A 
gentleman trom the mouth of Grand River, on 
Lake Michigan, and who was himself exposed to 
the same gale on the lake, and probably not more 
than ten or twelve miles distant from the Bridget 
when she sunk, has informed me, that the mis- 
sionaries lost were Catholics, destined for Machi- 
naw and that vicinity, consisting of one priest and 
two or three females, probably designed as teach- 
ers. | 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


A Massachusetts Mammoth—In the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, on Friday last, a petition was presented from 
Perkins & Co. Mark Healy, Nichols & Whitney, and 
1736 otbers, fora Bank, with a Capital of $10,000,000. 


The Mayville Riot—For the sake of the Holland Land 
Company and of all others interested, we are extremely 
glad to learn from the Fredonia Censor, that the outrage 
recently perpetrated at Mayville, bas not been quite so 
mischievous in its results as was at first reported. The 
records, books, and papers of the company were not des- 
troyed, although for this but little thanks are due to the 
‘“* good citizens” and supporters of the law who constitut- 
ed the mob onthe occasion. ‘They attempted to burn the 
buoks aud papers, but desisted before the attempt had 
att successful, (to obtain which by the way, they had 
aboured hard for two hours, breaking open the vault in 
which these valuable articles were secured,) rot through 
any sense of right and justice, but in compliance with the 
earnest entreaties of some few individuals whom they 
respected. Their regard for men was greater than their 
_—" for the laws, either humau or divine.—N. Y. Com. 
v. 


Maine.—The Committee on Railroads in the Maine Le- 
gislature have agreed to report in tavour of a charter for 
a Railroad from Belfast to Quebec. ‘This is one of the 
most important enterprises yet undertaken in our country. 
ae distance, we believe, is about two hundred and thirty 
miles. 


Hard Freezing.—It appears from a statement in the 
Norwalk Gazette, that Long Island Sound, opposite that 
town, is, or was recently, entirely frozen over. Such an 
event bas not occurred since the winter of 1779-80. The 
Edenton, N. C. Gazette of the 9th inst. says—the whole 
extent of Albermarle Sound presented a solid and uabro- 
ken sheet of ice. 


Intemperance.—A dreadtul case of the effects of intem- 
perance, took place at Boston last Friday, at a house cor- 
ner of Sun court and Moon streets north end. A man by 
the name of Jubn Tracy, came home intoxicated, and 
commenced beating bis wife in a shocking manner. She 
succeeded after several attempts, in escaping from the 
room, when he pursued her, and struck her a severe blow, 
and thract her down stairs. He then knocked her down, 
and jumped upon her several times. She died last Satur- 
day. A coroner’s jury was called, who gave a verdict 
that she came so her death by the blows inflicted by her 
husband. Tracy has not yet been arrested. 

Railroads in Virginia.—A bill is now before the Legis- 
lature of Virginia, authorising a railroad from Lynchbur 
to the Tennessee line ; and also from Lynchburg to Rich- 
mond. On Saturday last the first branch of the Richmond 
and Fredericksburg Railroad was opened from Rich- 
mond to South Anna, 22 miles. 


Banks in Maine.—The present amount of Bank Capital 
in Muine is $3,033,000. ‘he Committee of the Legisla- 
ture on Banking has recommended the incorporation of 
new, and the increase of capital of existing banks, mak- 
ing an aggregate increase of capita! of $3,265,000—-more 
than doubling the bank capital of the State. 


Suicide of R. S. Allston, of the U. S. Army.—This unfor- 
tunate young gentleman, who was only twenty-five years 
of age, put an end to his exisfence on Sunday, 14th ust. 
at the Washington Hotel, corner of Broadway and Reed 
street. He arrived here from Charleston, ten days back, 
on his way to Rhode Island, to visit his parents. On 
Saturday night, between eight and nine o’clock, he re- 
tired to his bed-room, and on Sunday morning; when the 
boy entered his room with his boots, he foand him lying 
in the bed with his throat cut across, but still alive. Dr. 
D. Rogers was immediately sent for, and rendered him 
every possible assistance, but he expired between ten and 
eleven o’clock on Sunday night. He had for one or two 
days previous, exhibited symptoms of delirium, and seem- 
ed to be extremely depressed in spirits, caused, as it sur- 
mised, by his having lost a sum of money during a sleigh 
excursion. He was a young man of most excellent cha- 
racter, and his connexions highly respectable. Verdict 
that he committed suicide whilst he was partially de- 
ranged.—New York paper. 


Another C ation in New York.—On Thursday 
morning last, 18th inst., between four and five o’clock, 
the spacious five story building, known as the ‘‘MEtTHO- 
pist Book CONCERN,” was discovered to be on fire in 
the second story, originating, as itis believed, in the sheet 
room, and in the course of an hour was entirely destroyed, 
with all its contents, except a few books which were res- 
cued from the Book store. The building was 121 feet in 
length by 52 deep, with a projection in the rear, 100 feet 
nd 48. The whole was of brick, and six stories high, in- 
cluding the basement. wo 

The printing establishment of the Concern was very 
extensive—giving employment td between 60 and 70 
compositors, and 32 presses, including one Napier. The 
stereotype plates, probably worth sixty or seventy thou- 
sand dollars, together with an immense amount of paper 
and printing materials, including the great power press 
and thitty other printing presses, are now in ruins. ‘The 
loss is estimated at two hundred and fifty thousagd dol- 
lars, of which we understand only ten thousaad are in- 
sured in the Greenwich company, and some thirty thou- 
| sand dollars in three of the insolvent companies in this 
city. 

There had been, until! the late destructive fire in the 
lower part of the city, an insurance in eight offices in the 
city for ten thousand dollars each, but when the poli- 
cies expired, some of them refused to renew; their late 
heavy losses having made them wary of such high build- 
ings. Application had been made unsuccessfully to seve- 
ral of the neighbouring cities for insurance, and failing in 
this, the building which was before “fire proof,” was 
made more secure by iron doors between the different 
parts of the building at erent expense. All, however, 
has been unavailing, and nothing remains but a hege 
mass of smoking ruins. The whole edition of the Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal printed for last week, was 
destroyed. 

A few sleigh-loads of books were saved from the store, 
and the mail-books belonging to the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, which is a fortunate circumstance, as it will 
enable the concern to know who are subscribers to that 
paper. 
The whole number of persons turned out of employ by 
this calamity, including females employed in folding, 
stitching, &c., is between two and three hundred. 


the porter, who resided on the premises, went as usual, 
through the building at ten o’clock, when all appeared 
safe, and the first knowledge he had of the fire was by 
finding the flames bursting out from the windows above 
him. 
Tree families resided in the wings of the building. 
On the north side Mr. Baker, the porter, and Mr. O’Neal, 
who was in the employ of the concern; and. on the south 
side, Mr. Teal, the bookbinder. =" 
The dwelling-house and stable adjoining the back room 
in the north occupied by Mr. Sprader, butcher, were des- 
troyed by the falling of the wall, as were also the dwelil- 
ing-house on the south side, occupied by Mrs. Sinith, and 
also the dwelling-house of Mr. Ray, in Mots street, the 
rear of whose house was close to the rear of the hook 
warehouse. 

An office belonging to Mrs. Jones, on the west side of 
‘Mulberry street was burnt down and several carts, which 
were ip the street shared the same fate. 

The difficulty of procuring water was very great; the 
night was nearly as cold as that of the great fire in De- 
cember, and the hydrants were all 

The flames rose to a great height, and pieces of paper 
and of books were picked up at Brooklyn. 

‘The destruction of this establishment must be regarded 
asa public calamity, since this Book Concern contained 
not merely .their extensive printing office, bindery, and 


book warehouse, but is the sole depository of the Bible 


It is yet unknown how the fire originated. Mr. Baker, | 
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& | in a squall; and those above named and 


| 


| society, Traet society, and Sunday-school Union of the | 


stock prepared in 
ving been consumed. 

Misery—On Tuesday evening, a coroner’s inquest was 
he'd Flower, below street, Philadelphia, to 
view the body of Ann Brown, aged 55 years, who had 
perished after an illness of five days from the severity of 
the weather, and for the want of the necessaries of life. 
Previous to the inquest, the jury examined the house and 
found the inmates composed of whites and coloured per- 
sous in the most destitute condition, no. having food, cov- 
ering or fuel, one of them, a young man aged 24 years at 
the point of death, and several small children. e coru- 
ner made the necessary arrangemeut to have the body in- 
terred, and the children removed to the Alms House 


Creek Disturbances—We are gratified to learn by the 
Georgia papers, that the threatened difficulties with the 
Creek» are seuled. Gen. McDougald, commauding the 
Georgia militia in that quarter, had un an invitation from the 
principal chiefs of the Creeks, met them at Fort Mitchell, 
and ithad been agreed on the part of the chief that they 
would restrain their young men from passing into Geor- 
gia and committing depredations; and that the tribe would 
exert ils power to arrest and bring to justice such marau- 
ders as may violate the agreement.— Globe. 


Maine Hall (Bowdoin C. e) Burnt—At half past 
two o’clock on Wednesday wt last, 17th rly 
citizens of Brunswick were alarmed by the cry of fire, 
which proceeded from the Colle The fire begun in 
the north east corner of Mame Hall, and had made such 
progress, that exertions to save it were of no avail. How 
the fre originated is not known. ‘Ihe driver of the mail 
stage passed the College and saw a light in the lower 
room, Which he thonght proceeded from a lamp about 
filleeen minutes before the alarm was given. Had there 
been a good supply of water, the south hall of the college 
could have been preserved ; but as it was, the citizens 
could only stand and see the work of destruction with- 
out any means to prevent it. Doctor Adams (Tutor) oc- 
cupie the room in the second story, directly over where 
the fire originated, aod had unly time to escape with his 
life, and we should have rejoiced to have added, unhurt. 
His escape down stairs having been cut off, he leaped 
from the window and broke his leg. The principal part 
of the books and clothing of the students was saved, but 
the Atheneum Society has sustained a very severe loss, 
the entire Library being destroyed. This is the second 
time the saine building bas beeu destroyed. the first oc- 
curred in 1822, It is reported that the college was in- 
sured to the amuunt of dollars.— Portland Courier. 


| United States Bank—The act of the Pennsylvania Le- 
gislature, providing fur the repeal of the state taxes, for 


Methodist Episcopal church; all 
sheets and bound be 


state bauk to be called the ‘‘ United States Bank,” has 
received the signature of Governor Ritner and is become 
a law. The bank is made to pay a liberal bonus, which 
is to be applied to internal improvement and education. 

High Prices of Fuel, §&c.—Kight dollars per load, of 
one third of a cord, was asked in New York on Friday 
for hickory wood of ordinary quality ; six dollars per load 
for oak, and four dollars tor pine! Such are the exorbi- 
tant prices that are now demanded for the indispensable 
article of fuel; and beef, pork, ham, butter, lard, é&c. by 
retail, are selling proportionably high. 


Kindness vs. Cruelty—On Thursday night, a female 
and her infant of two months old, the wife and child of the 
mate of a vessel at sea, were turned out of doors by the 
landlord, with whom she boarded, for the non-payment of 
a debt of 19 dollars. She had been left by her husband, 
with ap order on the consignees for half his wages, viz. 
14 dollars a month, which order had been accepted, and 
with which she had been erabled to support herself and 
child until attacked with sickness. when she incurred the 
debt of 19 dollars, for which she was ejected as she said, 
by the humane landlord from his house, on the eve of a 
cold winter’s night. Yesterday morning, she came to the 
Police Office with her infant, and stated her situation to 
Justice Bloodgood, who immediately presented her with 
a check on the Mechanics’ Bank for 20 dollars, to pay the 
debt due to her landlord, and despatched Mr. , Gilbert 
Hays with her to the landlord, to have her immediately 
reinstated in her former comfortable lodgiugs, in which he 
entirely succeeded.—New York Paper. 


Naval—The Norfolk Herald says the U. S. ship Dela- 
ware 74, Captain Johu 1. Nicholson, bearing the broad 
endant of Commodore Patterson, arrived in Hampton 
oads on ‘Tuesday morning, 16th inst. ‘i'he Delaware 
sailed from Mahon on the 18th of November, and touched 
at Palma, Gibraltar, Madeira, and St. Thomas, having a 
passage of 26 days from the latter place. Since her de- 
parture from St. Thomas, the Delaware has experienced 
@ continuation of adverse winds and bad weather, and 
has been thrice blown off the coast after being within a 
few hours sail of the Capes of Virginia. She held her 
way, however, with such perfect ease as to be never 
otherwise than comfortable; and the officers all pro- 
nounce her a “first rate sea boat.” The officers and crew 
of the Delaware are all in excellent health. 


We lament to state that a severe family affliction has 
befallen Com. Patterson, in the death of his eldest daugh- 
ter, Miss Harriet L. Patterson, who was coming home in 
the Delaware in very delicate health. She expired on 

The U.S. ship Erie, Com Renshaw, sailed from Mon- 
tevideo, 2d December, for Buenos Ayres. An American 
sloop of war was lying in the harbour of Key West, 27th ult. 


Loss of the Brig Ariel, and several persons.—The New 
Orleans Bee, of Feb. 9. says the ship John Walker, Capt. 
Banks, reports that on the 25th January, in lat. 24 30, lon. 
87, he picked up two seamen named W. Wiseman and 
J. Mann, in a small boat, who stated that they belonged 
to the brig Ariel, Capt. Banks, of and bound for Norfolk. 
The Arie] sailed from this port on the 2lst. Jan. having 
on board 23 persons. On the 24th the brig was capsized 

our others got 
into the boat and remained near the brig, but soon the cry 
that she was going down was heard, when the rope by 
which the boat was attached to her parted, and the Ariel 
was lost sight ofaltogether. On the 25th two men and two 
boys that were off in the boat died, leaving but the per- 
sons who were picked up by the John Walker, the only 
survivors of those who were on board the brig ; before 
they were discovered however their sufferings had been 
very great, they having subsisted entirely on a shark, 
which they had caught, during the time, and exposed to 
the waves of the sea, which frequently covered them. 
The following are the names of those lost; Capt. Banks 
and brother, W. Wood, M. Graham, a boy named Alfred, 
all of Norfolk; Mr. Morrin of Guadaloupe, and 7 slaves. 


Disastrous Affair.—A melancholy accident occurred 
on Friday afternoon, on the Harlem rail road, by which 
five persons were killed. It is known, that for some time 
past, many labourers have been employed in excavating 
the rock on the Harlem rail road, for the purpose of form- 
ing a tunnel. While thus engaged last evening about six 
o’clock, a large mass of rock, supposed not less than 
twenty tons, gave way and its fall imstantly killed James 
Bulger, Stephen Cady, James Johnson, Michael Boran, 
and James Armstrong. Mr. Armstrong was a native of 
Scotland, and was lately a teacher of the public school, 
at Yorkville, Mr. Johnson was an Englishman, the 
others were natives of Ireland. A sixth person, Edward 
Roberts, was severely injured, but hopes are entertained 
that he will recover. ‘The superiniendent, Mr. John 
Ritter, at the time of the accident, was close to Mr. Arm- 
strong, and had a narrow escape of his life: he was caught 
by his feet, in a fragment of the rock, and was held fast 
‘a considerable time before the rock was removed ; the 
bodies of the deceased were not extricated before eight 
o’clock. Since the above was in type we learn that the 
accident was caused by the imprudence of the persons 
remaining too near the rock at the moment a heavy blast 
was made; it was the falling fragments that killed the 
persons above named.—New York Paper. 


FLORLDA—INDIAN HUSTILITIES. 
(From the Savannah Georgian, Feb. 8.) 


Reported Death of the Indian Chief Powell.—The Tal- 
lahassee Floridan of the 30th alt. has the following:— 

‘Twelve friendly Indians arrived yesterday from 
Tampa. They will act as guides to the expedition which 
will march ina few days from this place. They state 
that the loss of the Seminoles at the battle of the Withla- 
coochee was one hundred and four killed ; among whom 
was Oscola or Powell, who they say received two 
wounds, and died two days after the action. The re- 
ported death of Powell is not generally credited by our 
citizens.” 


We are inclined to believe this report for the following 
reasons : Powell has shown himself to be a man of extra- 
ordinary energy and decision—witness his killing Charley 

O’Mathla. and the cutting off of Major Dade’s detach- 
ment. The battle of the Withlacoochee was also 
an evidence of decision, and there is no doubt that he ex- 
pected tou make Genera! Clineh share the fate of the un- 
fortunate Dade. Powell was known to have received a 
wound in the hand at that battle. 

Afier that battle’the Florida volunteers returned home, 
and Gen. Clinch was obliged to entrench himself in Fort 
King, aud so the whole country was left open to the ac- 
live savages. Yet we find that the Indian force has re- 
mained mactive, with no force to oppose them, while be- 
fore the battle of the Withlacoochee they cut off one 
detachment and boldly attacked another. Capt. Drane 
was allowed to go to Picolata and return to Fort King 
unmolested, a circumstance hardly to be expected, if the 
Indians have not in some way been deprived of their sa- 
gacious head which directed them before. 

From these considerations, we believe, one of two 
things to be certain, either that Powell is dead, or that he 
has been so severely wounded as to have put him horsdu 
combat for the present. 

The ‘Tallahassee Floridian of the 30th ult., says, ‘‘ Our 
Navy stationed in the Gulph of Mexico, has acted in the 
present crisis of our affairs with a promptitude pa, Bane 
all praise. The frigate Constellation, and Sloops of War 
Vandalia and St, Louis, besides smaller vessels of War, 
are already at the scene of action.” 


since finding the opposite bank in possession of about 

Indians, crossed over with nine men to attack them. 
As he landed, two of his men were shot down,— 
one with nine balls, the other with 5. Witb/his remain 
ing men he boldly charged the enemy. While thus en- 
gaged, his boat got adrilt, and he was left with no alter- 
native but victory or death. After a close and deadly 
contest of some minutes, the savages were routed with 


severe loss. 
“* Volunteers’ Barracks, St. Augustine, Feb. 2. ‘‘ It ap- 


pears, from all accounts, that there are no Indians at pre- 
sent within about 40 miles of St. Augustine, and it is sup- 
posed that the main body of the tribe is at a much greater 
distance, somewhere above Camp King, or between that 
place and Tampa Bay. Lieut. Dancy, Quarter Master 
to the U. S. forces under the command of Gen. Clinch, is 
now on his way from Tampa Bay to Camp Kiug, with 
provisions, accompanied by an escort of about 100 mount- 
ed militia. Great sions are entertained for their 


oP 
safety, as it is believed that the Indians, under Powell, in- 


‘en 


extending internal improvements, and for chartering @ ) 


steam boat Merchant has arrived here with troops from 


detachment of two com 
hundred volunteers. 


sent position. 


as they were not permitted to see him during his last ill- 


Capt. Iiooker on the lower Suwannee, a few days} 


tend so surprise and massacre them on the way. Powell 
wrote a letter of defiance to General Clinch, about ten 
days since, stating that if the General would only give 
Lim a few days for defence, he would be pre to 
carry on a five years’ war. The letter is written ina style 
very concise, and quite characteristic of its daring and 


at Picolata. No other intelligence of importance. 
Extract of aletter from Pensacola, dated Feb. 5.—The 


New Orleans for Tampa Bay—150 regulars and 350 
volunteers, the former under Lt. Col. Foster, and the Jat- 
ter under Adjt. Gen. Smith, of Louisiana. The whole 
command looks well, and will, I doubt not, give a good 
account of the Seminoles. Another steam boat is ex- 
pected here to night from the same place with another 
panies of regulars and several 


A third steamboat left New Orleans a day later with 
Col. Twiggs and his fine command of volunteers and 
regulars on board, which will proceed immediately on to 
Tampa. The whole number on board these three boats 
is one thousand effective men besides officers. The same 
letter says that advices have been received at New Or- 
leans from Gen. Clinch as late as about the 13th of Janua- 
ry at which date he apprehended no danger in his pre- 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


The brig Eurotas, Captain Turner, arrived at Charles- 
ton from Havre, whence she sailed on the 9th January, 
being one ss later than any other direct accounts. 

The Charleston Courier says—From what Capt. T. 
could learn, the Message of the President was considered 
by the French people, as an apology for the language he 
had previously used, and that connected with the offer of 
mediation on the part of England, which had been made 
known there, aud in the success of which great confidence 
was placed, would amicably settle the relations between 
the two Governments. 

The latest Paris papers, Capt. Turner says, contained 
no important political intelligence. The French govern- 
ment were actively engaged in fitting out a large fleet in 
the Mediterranean, which, it was supposed, was intended 
to operate in case of difficulty with Russia. They were 
also pressing French sailors from foreign vessels—three 
were taken trom the Enrotas as soon as she arrived. 

The first of January packet ship Francis Dupau, still 
remained at Havre, when the Eurotas sailed, having 
postponed her departure, for the purpose of bringing out 
despatches, or such information as would be satisfactory, 
respecting the feeling of the French Government, after 
the reception of the Message.” 


MARRIED. 


4 On the 16th inst. by the Rev. Jacoh Green, of Bedford, |. 
New York, the Rev. PatTxKrson, pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church at Poundridge (New York,) to 
Miss Saran THATCHER of the same place. 


For the Presbyterian. 
OBITUARY. 


Died in Princeton Theological Seminary on Friday 
night, the 12th inst. BuTLER GovprRicH JR., aged 
about 25 years. The providence of God, in removing 
from the world this young man, just as he was prepared to 
enter, according to all human appearances, a field of ex- 
tensive usefulness, is ove of that mysterious kind which 
the Church has frequently, of late, been called to witness. 
The deceased has left a large number of relatives and 
friends to mourn the early departure of one from whom 
they had doubtiess expected much. ‘The affliction must 
also be greater to his parents and near relatives inasmuch 


ness, nor join in the mourntul duty of committing his body 
to the tomb. 
Mr. Goodrich was born at Pittsfield, Mass., where his 
parents and a large circle of friends and relatives are now 
residing. He received his elementary education at the 
high school in his native place, and entered Union College 
in 1829, where he was regularly graduated in 1332. He 
was distinguished for scholarship and industry during the 
whole of his collegiate course. After leaving college he 
was engaged a year at Albany in teaching, during which 
time he became a hopeful subject of divine grace, under 
the preaching of the Rev. Mr. Kirk. A year ago last fall 
he entered the Seminary at Princeton, where it has pleased 
God to call bim to finish his days. 
During the whole of his time at Princeton he was highly 
exemplary in his conduct as a Christian. In his habits he 
was naturally retiring. He was possessed of superior 
talents and an acuteness of intellect, far above medio- 
crity. A little more than three weeks before his death he 
was visited by a severe altack of the typhus fever, which 
soon brought him very low. He was delirious most o 
the time during his iilness, but whenever he could com- 
mand his thoughts they were heaveuly, He never com- 
plained of sufferiug pain, but whenever asked how he felt, 
always replied, comtortable, and often, happy. Nearly a 
week before his death he was thought to be convalescent. 
But his disease soon changed its aspect, and brought him 
down beyoud all hope of recovery, baffling the efforts of 
his faithtul and skillful physicians. On the Monday pre- 
ceding his death one of the professors in visiting him, tn- 
formed him that his physicians thought he could not re- 
cover. He received the message with entire composure. 
At this time his heavenly Fatier saw fit to give him a 
jucid interval of severa! hours, when his exercises were of 
a very exalted and heaveuly character, He made ar- 
rangements for the disposition f his secular matters with 
composure, left messages for his relatives, and exhorta- 
tions for his brethren in the Semiuary to live more holy, to 
study the Scriptures more, and live more for another 
world. The whole of his inauser and expressions were 
heavenly, impressive and even eloquent. ‘The writer was 
with hig during another interval whea his thoughts were 
collected and iis exercises similar. So impressive were 
bis manner and words, that we could not refrain from 
tears. He lamented bitterly over his past life, but had 
perfect confideuce in Jesus, and wished no more to returu 
to the earth, again to desecrate his talents, but to go 
where he might be entirely consecrated to the service of 
the Saviour. Many broken expressions during his deliri- 
um showed that his inind was fixed on Christ and heaven. 
He frequently expressed a longing to depart aod be with | 
Curist. ‘'o mention all or even a considerable number of 
his expressions as they fell from his lips would be incon- 
sistent with our limits. Nota cloud bung over his mind 
during the whole of his illuess. He continued to languish 
natil friday night when his happy spirit took its flight, as 
we have reason to believe, to the immediate presence of 
the Saviour. ‘* Blessed are the dead that die inthe Lord.” 
This is the fourth death that has oceured within the 
walls of Princeton Seminary since its erection. The third 
was almost exactly ten years before the fourth. O. 


PHILADELPHIA INSTITUTE. 


By request of the Managers of the Philadelphia Iasti- 
tute, a Sermon will be delivered on Suaday evening next, 
at 7 o’clock, in the Church on Third below Walnut street, 
by the Rev. Dr. MeaDg, to the Young Men of the Insti- 
tute. The young men of this city, generally, are invitec 
to ‘attend. The whole of the lower part of the church 


will be reserved for them. 
NOTICE.—The book and stationary business which 
for the Jast ten or twelve years has been carried on 
by the subscriber, as agent, will from this date be con- 
ducted for the same interests by his son Joseph, rue 
the firm of J, N. Patterson & Co. All persons indebte 
are requested to call at the ~ stand, i — em) 
., who are au 
J. N. Patterson & Co., (late R. Patterson, Agent, 
Booksellers and Stationers, Irwin’s Row, 78 Market st., 
Pittsburg. Customers may depend on finding prices low, 


| especia y those who buy tot cash. 
ittsburg, Jan. lst, 1 


‘I 
just received by the Jate arrivals from England, a large 
and extensive assortment of Theological aud Classical 
Books, among which are the follow: 
ology, Lightfoot’s Works, Edwards’ 
2 vols, 


do. Gesenius’ Lexicon, Simoni’s Hebrew Bible, 


BOARD OF FDUCATION. 


Acknowledgment of Monies received by the Board of 
Education of the Presbyterian Church, from Jan. Muh, 
to 15th Feb., 1836. 


Fresh. Ch. Scotchtown, N. ¥. (Rev. Mr. Bald- 


intrepid author. I presume it bas been published, ere : 
this, in the Charleston papers, but lest you not have win,) per Rev, W. 
seen it, will here give you the concluding part, as near | | New uswiek, N. J. (Rev. 58 50 
as I can recollect. It says—‘* You have guns, aud so Bae: 
bave we—you have powder and lead, and so have we— —_— Men's Education nhs ager’e- 00 
you have men, and so have we—your men will fight, and  N. ¥. per do. ‘ 7 
so will ours, till the last drop of the Seminole’s blood has | Presb. Churches, White Clay Creek and bead 
moistened the dust of his bunting ground.” ay? Russell, 
From St. Augustine.—The following letter from our Chester, 76 00 
mecca was received by the brig Comet, arrived Pre Co eee Springs, Va. per Rev. Danl. ~~ 
: ruelle, ¢ 
“Sr. Aucusting, Feb. 5. ~ Ohio, = 
‘‘ Despatches were received here last night from Gen, | D0. do. Forks of Wheeling, Va. per ay 
Clinch at Fort Drane. Nothing further so known of Do. do. ‘Three Ridges, Pa. do. 150 00 
the movements of the Indians. An unfortunate and fatal | Female Sewi Soc. Alleghanytown, per do. 10 00 
occurrence had taken place in relation to the volunteers Young Men’s Education Society in Pitsburg, . 
of that place. A Lieut, Ward mutinied, and drawing a do, 112 50 
brace of pistols, threatened to shoot his commanding | Presb. aan East Liberty, Pa. in part, per do. 100 00 
officer, Col. Parrish. Parrish raised a gun, then in his . do, Newark, Ohio, in part, per do, 36 00 
hands, and instantly shot Ward dead. e writer of the | Collections by the Rev. Rev. William Burton, 
letter conveying this melancholy intelligence. Lieut. Dan- 88 6d 
cy, had learned nothing further of the particulars. The | Pres hi in part of Scholar- 

uence, however, was, that the volunteers retired Colle Vi 30 00 
6 na t iv in- 
forcements at that date received no rein Mr. Goodri ch, New Orleans, Scholarship for aia 
Vapt. Porter proceeds to-day to Bulow’s, about fort 

to the south of this. Ho is ordered tu take Van | F Pe. per 
ess company with him. That company, however, has J iss Lydia Speer, Treas. _—- : 55 00 
not arrived yet. Capt. Merchant, with the company of | James Bayard, Esq. subscription for 1835, 10 00 
regulars feom Savannah, will probably accompauy him.” | Ug Men’s Education Soc. Lexington, Ky. 
e were before advised of the death of Lieut. Ward, |, it part for 1835, per Wm. A. Leavy, Esq. 618 00 
but refrained from alluding to the circumstance, feariug | Mt. R. L. & A. Stewart, Murray-street Ch. in 
we inightjhave been misintormed. It has been stated to part for 1835, per Rev. Dr. Breckinridge, a2@ 
us that Col. Parrish was immediately tried by a Court | Mrs. K. Stewart, — do. do. per do. x 25 00 
Martial, and acquitted. Mr. Robt. Jaffrey, do. do. perdo. - 50 00 
We learn that Capt. Porter, with his Company of U.8. be G. Bull, do. do. per do . pf os 
troops, left St. Augustine for Bulow’s, on the 8th inst., Mrs. E Morgan, do. do. per do z 75 00 
and that the two coinpanies from North Carolina, via this Prag gg a Walsh, do. do. per do. : 75 00 
(From the Charleston Courier, Feb. 15 ) ates 2 
From Florida.—The schooner S.S. Mills arrives on | Robt. Donaldson, .do. do. ae es. - 100 00 
Saturday from St. Augustine. Nothing of importance Rutger’s-street Ch. tor 1835, from the You 
had transpired since our last accounts, except that the Men’s Education Society of that Church : 
buildings on Bulow’s plantation had been burnt, and it “« For the man that rolled the log,” L. Wy- 
ae eae that Gen. Hernandez’s place had shared gant, $10; J. B. Ryerson, $10; per do. 20 00 
The schooner George & Mary also arrived on the same 100 00 
ay trom St. Johns. Capt. Willey informs us that there Female Education Society, Newark, Ohio, per 
was nothing particularly new at that place, Rev. D. H. Riddle “a he ' 22 50 
a steam packet lorida, arrived at Savannah on Presby. of Montrose, per Rev. Adam Miller 25 00 
ay last, from Picolata, via Jacksonville. ‘Ihe troops | Mr. Coleman, Geneva, N. Y. : + 25 00 
at ‘he latter place took up their Jine of march for Fort Note of Stephen Duncan, M. D. Miss dona- 
Ki"8» on Wednesday last, having under their charge tion for fe36. : : - : 500 00 
waS°ns loaded with supplies for Gen. Clinch. Capt. Mer- | Mr. Elias Hawes. Newbern, N.C per 8. Al- 
cha®l’s and Lieut. Erving’s company of U.S. troopswere| len, Esq. 400 00 


$3726 16 
JOSEPH B. MITCHELL, Treasurer. 


AATEW PUBLICATIONS. The British Pulpit, consist- 


ing of Discourses by the must eminent living Diviues 


in England, Scotland, and Ireland, accompanied with 
Pulpit Sketches, to which are added Scriptural I)lustra- 
tions, and selections on the office, duties, and responsi- 
bilities of the Christian Ministry, by the Rev. Win. Sud- 
dards, Rector of Grace Church, Philadelphia. 
nual of Peace, embracing 1. Evils and Remedies of War, 
2. Suggestions on the Law of Nations, 3. Consideration of 
a Congress of Nations, by Thomas C. Upham, Professor 
of Mental and Moral Philosophy, in Bowdoin College. 
The Great Teacher ; Characteristics of our Lord’s 


The Ma- 


in- 
istry, by the Rev. John Harris, with an Introductory 


Essay by Heman Humphrey, D.D. President of Am- 
herst College Symington on the Atonement. 


The 


Works of Hannab More, complete in 7 volumes 12mo. 


A Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, by John 
Calvin, translated by Francis Sibson, A. B., Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin. A 
first Professor of Christian Theology, in the Union The- 
ological Seminary, Virginia, by 
Awful Disclosures, b 
Narrative of her Sufferings during a residence of Five 
Years as a Novice, and J'wo Years as a Black Nun, in 
the Hote! Dieu Nunnery, at Montreal. 


emoir of Rey. Joho H. Rice, D. 


illiam Maxwell, Esq. 
Maria Monk, as exhibited in a 


For sale by J. WHETHAM, 
No. 22 South Fourth street. 


‘HEOLOGICAL AND CLASSICAL BOOKS.—W. 
Marshall & Co. corner Chesnut and Fifth streets, have 


The- 
orks, New Edition, 
Racine’s Works, Fenelon’s Works, Massillon’s 
Works, Montesquie’s Works, Moliere’s Works, Gard- 
ner’s Works, The Works of Dr. Samuel Parr, Simeon’s 
Works complete, in 21 vols. Bloomfield’s Critical Digest, 
Rosenmuller on the New Testament, do. Old ‘Testament, 
John Calvin’s Commentary, Calvin’s Institutes, Olsbau- 
sen’s Commentary, The works of Montague, Michale’s 
Hebrew Bible 4to, do. do. 8vo, Hahn’s Hebrew Bible, 
8vo, do 18mo, Vulgate Bible, Simoni’s Lexicon, Castelli 
Van Ess’ 
Septuagint, Knapp’s Greek ‘Testament, Weber’s German 
and English Dictionary, Howe’s Works, Tolin’s Latin 
Lexicon’ 2 vols. 4to, Gill’s Body of Divinity, Ruinbel on 
the New Testament, Cicero’s Orations, 1 vol. 8vo, do. 
vols. 12mo. A large and splendid assortment of the Leip- 
sic Classics, Bishop Hopkin’s Works, 4 vols., Bingham’s 
Works 8 vols, Burnet’s Reformation, Hooker’s Ecclesi- 
astical Polity, &c. &c. ee 

N. B. Clergymen and Students are respectfully invi- 
ted to call and examine the above. 


AFAYETTE COLLEGE.—The semi-annual exami- 
nations will take place on the 28—30th March, 
when the Winter ‘Term will close. ‘The Summer Tern: 
will open on the 28th of April, and continue twenty-one 
weeks. 

Besides the advantages of the regular college classes, 
in reference to which we have here nothing peculiar, the 
students enjoy the opportunity of acquiring [in the Aca- 
demical Department] a Ausiness education and a kuow- 
ledge of the German, French and Italian languages, 
without extra expense. 

Besides the principal, we have now, a Professor of An- 
cient Languages, a Professor of Mathematics, a Professor 
of Modern Languages a Professor of Chemistry, and a 
Master of the Academical Department. 

Applications for admission should be inade to the Pre- 
sident of the College some time previously to the com- 
mencement of the term : and students should be punctual 
in attendance at the day, for a new class in Latin, Ger- 
man, &c. is formed in term, and ouly one. 

The Principal and three others of the instructors reside 
in the college. 

A lecture is delivered on the Sabbath for the benefit 
of the students, and according to age, they are divide:| 
into two classes of Biblical instruction, im addition to 
which they have access, at will, to public worship ia the 
Lutheran, Presbyterian, German Reformed, Episcopalian, 
or Methodist Church. : i 

Pareuts and guardians are requested to state in writing 
at which of these services their sons or wards are to at- . 
tend, as also what course of studies they wish them to 
pursue, viz: whether a regular classical course, or only 
the business course, which may include German, French 
or Italian. Every student must furnish satisfactory ev- 
dence of good mural character, and those who are under 
16 it is very desirable sbould not be furnished with pocket 
money. 

Students furnish their own rooms, and are charged as 
follows, viz: 
For boarding, tuition, fuel in recitation rooms, 

room rent, facilities of manual labour and use 


of library, winter term, 23 weeks, $57 00 
Summer term, 21 do. 53 OU 
For fuel in private rooms and attendance, 3 33 
Washing at 30 cemts per doz. and oil [about] 11 67 
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Enti llege charges 1 
‘Free is ihe value of labour [3 hours 


per day.) ‘Ihis of course is very various, from six to 
sixty percent. The term charges payabie half in ad 
vance aud with those under 16 a deposit should be made- 
with the Principal to meet contingencies, the disburse- 
ment of which appears on the term bills. Such as enter 
before the middle of the term pay tuition for the whole ; ai- 
ter the middle any time one half. If a student leave before 
the close of a term no drawback or reduction will be 
made, except in case of sickness, or other inevitable ne- 
cessity of which however the faculty must jud e. 
| J. M. PORTER, 
President of the Board of Trustees. 
"GEORGE JUNKIN, 
Presidcnt of the College. 
Editors friendly to the cause of Education would con- 
fer a favour on an Infant Institution, struggling with ma- 
py difficulties, by a few gratuitous insertions of this ne- 


Easton, Pa. Feb. 10, 1836.—eow—Sm. 


ATEST PUBLICATIONS—The British Pulpit, eou- 
L sisting of Discourses by the most eminent living Li- 
vines, in England, Scotland, and Ireland, accompanied 
with Pulpit Sketches, &c. hy the Rev. Wm. Suddards, 
Rector of Grace Church, Philadelphia. History of the: 
Pelopounesian War, from the Greek of Thueydides, by 
William Smith, A. M., a new edition, correeted and rv~ 
vised. Illustrations of the Bible, consisting of views o} 
the most remarkable places and abjects mentioned iu the 
Old and New Testaments, from original sketches taken 
on the spot, splendidly bound in morocco, gilt. The Al- 
bum Wreath of Music and Literature, in 1 vol. to. Blus- 
trations of the Passes of the Alps, by which Italy commu- 
nicates with France, Switzerland, aod Germany, by 
William Brockedon, F.K.S., with more than 100 splendid 
illustrations, The Great Teacher, characteristics of our 
Lord’s Ministry, by the Rev. John Harris, with an Intro- 
ductory Essay by Heman Humphrey, D.D. Barnes’ 
Questions on the Acts of the Apostles, complete in 1 vel. 


For sale by HENRY PERKINS, , 
134 Chesnut st. } door west U. S. Bank. 
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majority of Old School members, and to restore to 
that body its former character, as the guardian of 
the purity of the charch, and the corrector of 
the errors which destroy its peace and order. 

In giving the foregoing narrative, we desire it 
may be distinctly understood, that we do not im- 
pute to Mr. Barnes the originating and fostering 
of all the errors, which, for five years past, have 
threatened to deluge our church. Such has not 
been our intention, for such we know has not been 
the fact. The truth is, that Vew ism, had 
long been sapping the orthodoxy of our church, 
and was ripe for an explosion, when the case of 
Mr. Barnes occurred, and served as a well adapted 
torch to spring the mine. He has ever since been 
connected with the party who then arrayed them- 
selves in his favour, and who have continued to 
make his case a rallying point: for their forces ; 
but we do not charge on him all the monstrous 
aberrations and absurdities, into which some of 
his party have ran. This would be such an im- 
peachment of his principles, good sense, taste and 
discretion, a8 we are pursuaded ought not to be 

.made. We consider him as, in @ high degree, an 
errorist, but he is not a weak, deluded and reck- 
less fanatic. We lament his want of orthodoxy, 
but we respect his understanding. How he or 
any other man, who holds the opinions which he 
certainly does hold, can conscienciously retain his 
standing in the Presbyterian church, under a dis- 
guise of his real sentiments, is what we cannot 
discern; but beyond this, his moral character, so 
far as known to us, is unimpeachable. 

We have already cursorily noticed some of the 
measures of the General Assembly of the last year, 
by which certain unconstitutional and pernicious 
acts and decisions of the preceding year were re- 
scinded. But among the various reforms, which 
will render memorable the doings of the Assem- 
bly of 1835, none were more important than the 
testimony borne against the heretical errors which 
had become rampant in our. church, and the anni- 
hilation of the elective affinity judicatures, by 
which those errors were protected and propaga- 
ted. This latter act was thus expressed :— 

*¢ Resolved, That at and after the meeting of the 
Synod of Philadelphia, in October next, the Sy- 
uod of Delaware shall be dissolved, and the Pres- 
byteries constituting the same shall be, then and 
thereafter, annexed to the Synod of Philadelphia. 
and that the Synod of Philadelphia, thus constitut- 
ed by the union aforesaid, shall take such order 
concerning the organization of its several Presbte- 
ries,as may bedeemed expedient and constitutional: 
—and that said Synod, if it shall deem it desira- 
ble, make eo. to the next General Assem- 
bly, for such a division of the Synod as may best 
suit the conveniences of all its Presbytelies, and 
promote the glory of God.” | 

A true copy from the minutes, 

Ezra Stites 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. 


In conformity with thie resolution of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, the Synod of Philadelphia having 
met, agreeably to the adjournment of the former 
year, at York, in Pennsylvania, received into 
their connection, as a constituent part of their body, 
the Synod of Delaware, consisting of the Assem- 
bly’s 2d Presbytery of Philadelphia, and the Pres- 
byteriee of Wilmington and Lewes. But when the 
Stated Clerks of ,the Synod of Delaware and 
of the several Presbyteries of which it had been 
composed, were required to resign their records to 
the Synod of Philadelphia, of which they were 
now a part, they positively and pertinaciously re- 
fused to obey the requisition; alleging that the 
General Assembly had continued the Synod of 
Delaware in existence till the meeting of the Sy- 
nod of Philadelphia; had not ordered that their 
records should be surrendered to that Synod; and 
that as the Presbyteries had been amenable to 
their own Synod till the meeting of the Synod of 
Philadelphia, it could not be supposed that they 
were amenable to two Synods at the same time. 
That all{this was'mere quibble and evasion is evi- 
dent, not only from the plain import and design 
_ of the General Assembly’s resolution above re- 
cited, but also from the previous acts of the Synod 
of Delaware itself, and the Presbyteries of which 
it was composed. It appeared that the records 
of these several bodies had actually been brought 
forward to this meeting of the Synod of Philadel- 
pe and it was admitted by Mr. Barnes that he 

ad come prepared to answer to a prosecution 
against him before the Synod of Philadelphia, 
and that he had never heard of the plea now made 
by his Presbytery against the jurisdiction of this 
Synod in his case, till he arrived in this place; 
yet he did not choose to dissent from his brethren, 
since they had thought proper to make this plea. 

We have indeed heard, since the rising of the 
Synod, that there was a conference of some of the 
New School members, before their arrival in 
York, in which the measures eventually adopted 
were planned. If this were so, the plan, we have 
no doubt, was to go into operation only on the 
contingency, which eventually took place—that 
the Synod should be found to consist of a majori- 
ty of othordox members. The truth is, the New 
School members of the Synod of Delaware, had 
fondly cherished the delusive, but confident ex- 
pectation, that when they should be amalgamated 
with the Synod of\Philadelphia, they would prove 
to be a majority of that body, would overrule 
their opponents, and dispose of the case ot Mr. 
Barnes, and every thing else in the proceedings 
of the Synod, in a manner most agreeable to their 
wishes. ‘l'o make this sure, they brought forward 
every individual they could muster,and the Pres- 
bytery of Wilmington ordained one licensed can- 
didate, who was under the frowns of another 
Presbytery, even after they arrived at York. But 
all their hopes of a majority were blasted at once, 
by the vote for Moderator of Synod. By that vote 
they saw clearly, that instead of having a majority 
in the Synod, they would not only be in a minori- 
ty, but that minority a small one. Then, and not 
till then,they determined tu withhold their records, 
(in accordance, it may be, with a preconcerted 
plan) and to make the plea we have stated. There 
cannot be a reasonable doubt, that if they had 


heen, as they hoped to be, the majority of the Sy- 


nod, their records would all have been surrender- 
ed without hesitation; the case of Mr. Barnes 
would have been tried and issued, as it had been 
in the court below ; and the Presbyteries would 
have been all arranged to their mind. Now, what 
are we to think of men who can act in this man- 
nert who will change aright and reasonable course 
of action, which they had deliberately purposed 
to pursue, because they perceive it will not ter- 


minate agreeably to their wishes ? who will plead | 


and inflexibly insist on objections, with a view to 
embarrass, and if possible, to prevent and defeat 
a trial in a court of the Lord Jesus Christ—objec- 
tions which would never have been heard of, if 
that trial could have been, as they had hoped it 
would be, ordered and issued by themselves 2 Do 
such men act conscientiously ? Who can be- 
lieve it ? 
No one, not a spectator of what took place in 
the last meeting of the Synod of Philadelphia, 
can have any adequate conception of the ingenui- 
ty, or disingenuity rather, which was employed 
by the friends of Mr. Barnes, either to prevent his 
trial altogether, or if they should not succeed in 
this, to give it the character of an ex parte and op- 
pressive proceeding. Much of this will appear to 
any attentive reader of the minutes of the Synod, 
and still more from a perusal of the report of 
a stenographer, which hae been published in sume 
of the religious newspapers. But both together, 
give but a very imperfect view of what was wit- 
vessed, by those present on the otcasion. It 
seemed as if there was to be no end of the de- 
vices, maneavres, objections and evasions, by 
which delay was produced and embarrassment 
created. It was said by a member who had spo- 
ken with peculiar kindness of Mr. Barnes—* it 
ig enough to exhauet the patience of Job.” Yet 
i¢ Is not true, as has been represented, that the Sy- 
aod was disorderly. With the exception of one 
outrageous speech and action of a single New 
School man, there was as much order as perhaps 
can ever be preserved, in a deliberative Assembly 
of 249 members, when onder the excitement of 
ardent and deeply interesting discassion—far bet- 
ter order than has too often been seen wanting 
in 
| e Syn t it to be an imperious daty | 
which they owned to the church, to issue th 


case of Mr. Barnes, notwithstanding all the ob- 

stacles which were thrown in their way. Several 

members, who came to the Synod onder the full 

impression that the best course would be to send 

up the appeal to the Assembly, without deciding 

on itin the Synod, changed their opinion. Never, 

perhaps, has there becn, in this country, a Synod 

in which the lay representation was proportion- 
ably so large. t appeared that throughout the 

whole Synodical bounds, a decision was looked 

for, and, in some places, earnestly demanded ; 

and that to refuse it, would be considered as a re- 
proachful shrinking from an unpleasant duty ; and 

would Seave the whole subject in suspense for the 
ensuing half year. Nor was it by any means cer- 
tain, if the case went up to the Assembly without 
Synodical action, that the Assembly would not, as 
had been done in other cases, send it back to the 
Synod; and then a whole year would elapse with- 
out a decision of any kind. ‘To act in this case 
by the Synod, was clearly most in accordance 
with the spirit and design of the constitution; for 
there was plainly nothing special in the case, ex- 
cept that it had made much noise, and that 
the object of the prosecution was the pastor of 
@ large and wealthy congregation in the city 
of Philadelphia,—considerations which certainly 
ought to have no influence to deter a court of the 
Lord Jesus Christ from performing its duty. That 
such considerations do, in fact, too often operate 
powerfully, must be acknowledged, to the shame 
of the church. It is to the praise of the Synod, 
that they did not operate to deter from the trial of 
Mr. Barnes. Well are we persuaded, that if his 
case had been that of an obscure country minis- 
ter, he would long since have been put out of the 
Presbyterian church, without a clamorous dis- 
turbance of its peace and unity. The influence 
of wealth and station has been the bane of the 
Christian church, in every period of her history. 
In cases of discipline, especially, it is peculiarly 
difficult to resist it. 


Mr. Barnes, it is our opinion, suffered no in- 
jury, from the withholding by his Presbytery of 
the minutes in which his trial and acquittal were 
recorded. ‘The identical charges on which he 
had been tried, with distinct references to those 
parts of our doctrinal standards with which 
they were in conflict, and to the award of the 
Presbytery, with the reasons by which it was at- 
tempted to be justified, were all before the Synod, 
verified on oath. ‘The book, for the false doctrine 
of which he was prosecuted, was likewise pre- 
sent, and the objectionable parts had been care- 
fully read and considered by many of the mem- 
bers. The quotations of the prosecutor, had he been 
so disposed, could not be unfairly made. Any at- 
tempt of the kind, would only have prejudiced his 
cause, when the document quoted was at hand to 
confront him. But so far as we have seen, or 
heard, the fairness of the quotations has never 
been questioned. Now, when this was the state 
of facts, what did Mr. Barnes lack, in his trial 
before the Synod? Nothing but a speech of ex- 
planations, with considerations addressed to the 
feelings more than to the understanding and judg- 
ment of the court. But not to insist, as we rea- 
sonably might, that his not pleading was really 
wholly chargeable on himself and on his Presby- 
tery, since he was both permitted and urged to 
make his defence—we verily believe his silence 
did him noinjury. We have been truly surprised 
to see the influence that explanations, as they are 
called, have inad in our ecclesiastical courts—we 
remember that they were referred to with an espe- 
cially, when the New School Assembly of 1831, 
cleared Mr. Barnes, with only a slight censure. 
But we are persuaded that explanations, if he 
had made them, would have had little influence 
on the Synod that suspended him. When his 
not making a defence was incidentally referred 
to, while his case was under consideration, a lay 
member of the court, who had seen much of Jega! 
proceedings, though not a professional lawyer, 
made some remarks on this topic, which we think 
it were well if every ecclesiastical court in our 
and had heard, and which we do hope will sug- 
gest themselves to the minds of the members of 
the next General Assembly. They were to this 
effect. I consider, said he, that the book before 
us ought to be treated, just as a publication 
which is affirmed to be libellous is treated, in a 
civil court. What is the question there? Is it, 
that the defendant’s counsel has said much to 
show that the language of the publication can 
bear such a construction as to free it from the 
charge of being a libel? Nosuch thing. The 
question is, Has not the publication been viewed 
and understood as libellous, by those who have 
read it? Is not the natural and proper import of 
the language libelious? Yes, and an honest and 
enlightened jury will give their verdict on these 
inquiries, let the lawyers give as many explana- 
tions as they please. And so we muat give our 
verdict on this book in the very same manner, 
although Mr. Barnes had explained ever so much. 
No matter if he says that he meant this thing, 
that, or the other. The question is, what mean- 
ing does the world take up, in reading his book? 
What impression does the book make, and natu- 
rally make, on the popular mind? This is to be 
our guide; and not his explanations, which can- 
not travel with his book wherever it goes; and if 
they could, would nut make it other than a bad 
book, after all. It was in accordance with such 
an estimation as this of the publication of Mr. 
Barnes, that the Synod pronounced their sen- 
tence. The members were fully convinced, that 
no intelligent and candid reader of that book, 
could ccmpare it with the Confession of Faith 
and Catechisms of our church, without seeing and 
saying, that they were in direct opposition to 
each other. And this we do conscienciously be- 
lieve, was a just estimate. We do think, that 
whoever intelligently and attentively examines the 
commentary of Mr. Barnes on the Epistle to the 
Romans, inust see that it differs from, and op- 
poses our doctrinal standards in essential points. 
That it denies. our covenant relation to Adam, 
and the tnburn moral corruption of all his pos- 
terity, as the consequence of his fall; denies the 
utter inability of an unregenerate man to love 
God and keep his commandments; denies that 
the Lord Jesus Christ perfectly obeyed the law 
of God, and endured all its penalty, in the room 
and stead of his redeemed people; and denies, of 
course, that his finished righteousness is imputed 
to them, and being received by faith, constitutes 
this title to eternal life. And we do solemnly 
ask, whether any one who denies these things, 
and publishes and propagates his denial in the 
Presbyterian church, can be safely continued in 
the communion of that church ? 


We cannot but call to mind the inveteracy of 
error, in the case of Mr. Barnes. His theological 
training was in the Seminary at Princeton, to 
which we have understood that he went, at an 
early period after he became a professing Caristian. 
And he must there have read the authors, and heard 
the theological lectures, which, ifany human means 
could do it, seemed most likely to have preserved 
him from the dangerous mistakes into which he has 
fallen. But his confidence in himself, appears to 
have been such, that he not only retained his 
errors, but soon after he commenced his ministry, 
published them to the world, in the sermon which 
has caused so much trouble to himself and to the 
whole church to which he belongs: And notwith- 
standing the warnings he received, in consequence 
of that first publication, from the presbytery and 
synod of which he was then a member,, and also, as 
has been shown, from the General Assembly, to 
which his case was carried up, he has since pub- 
lished his Commentary, expressly for the use of 
Sabbath-schools,—thus seeking to embue the youth 
of our church, with sentiments palpably hostile to 
the creed of their fathers, and calcula eventually 
to change the character of the church, and ulti- 
mately destroy it, and destroy the church it- 
self. He stated, explicitly, at the synod held at 
York, that although, in a new edition of his com- 
mentary, he had modified some expressions, and 
changed some of the language which he understood 
had given offence, he had not altered his senti- 
ments. In view ofall this, what prospect, we ask, 
is there, that Mr. Barnes will ever, either change 
his opinions, or cease to propagate them as exten- 
sively as he can? Rarely, indeed, does it happeu, 
that a man so self-confident, abandons sentiments 
which he has long cherished, and which have be- 
come very deeply seated in his mind; or that he 


ceases to inculcate them on others, as often as an } 
opportunity todoitisafforded. 8 


The charges all against 
the Synod the following 


is hereby charged with maintaining the following 
doctrines, contrary to the standards of the Presby- 
terian Church, viz: 

1. That all sin consists in voluntary action. 
Witness his notes on the Epistle to the Romans, pp. 
2A9, 123, 192, 124, 116. 

2. That Adam (before and after his fall) was 
ignorant of his moral relations to such a degree, 
that he did not know the consequences of his sin 
would, or should, reach any farther than to natural 
death. Idem. p. 115. 

3. That unregenerate men are able to 


keep the 
commandments, and convert themselves to God. pp- | P 


164, 165, 108. 
4. That Faith is an act of the mind, and not a 
principle; and is itself imputed for righteousness. 


. 94, 95. 

Mr. Barnes is also charged with denying the fol- 
lowing doctrines, which are taught in the Standards 
of the Church: viz. . 

5. That God entered into covenant with Adam, 
constituting him a federal or covenant head, and 
representative to all his natural descendants. pp. 
114, 128, 111, 115, 120, 121, 128. 

6. That the first sin of Adam is imputed to his 
posterity. pp. 10. 117, 117, 119, 121, 127, 128. 

7. That mankind are guilty, i. e. liable to punish- 
ment, on account of the sin of Adam. pp. 123, 128. 

8. That Christ suffered the proper penalty of the 
law, as the vicarious substitute of his people, and 
thus took away legally their sins, and purchased 
pardon. — as on the 6th and 7th charges, also 

. 89, 90. 
ar) That the righteousness, i. e. the active obe- 
dience of Christ to the Law, is imputed to his peo- 
ple for their justification, so that they are righteous 
in the eye of the law and therefore justified, pp. 
28, 84, 85, 94, 95, 127, 212. 

19. Mr. Barnes also teaches in opposition to the 
Standards, that justification is simply pardon. pp. 
28, 29, 110, 124, 127, 128, 182, 217. 

I further charge Mr. Barnes with teaching, as 
referred to the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 10th of the 
above doctrines, in opposition to the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and with denying the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 
9th, of the above specifications, contrary to the 
Word of God.” 


After the prosecutor was heard in support of 


these charges, and Mr. Barnes was found to 
persist in his determination to make no reply, 
the roll was called ‘to give each member an 
opportunity of expressing his opinion in the case.’ 
Aker the roll was regularly gone through ‘a 
motion was made that the appeal be sustained, 
and the decision of the lower judicatory be re- 
versed.’ On this motion, the ayes and noes were 
called, and ordered to be recorded.” The vote was 
declared to stand, ayes 142, noes 16. non liquet 17. 
excused 1. The majority, it will be perceived, on 
sustaining the charges and reversing the decision 
of the presbytery, was uncommonly large—greater 
than we recollect ever to have known on s0 imn- 
portant and interesting a question, in any judica- 
ture of our church; and on examining the list of 
those who voted in the negative on this question, 
we find that 12 of the 16 noes, belonged to the 
synodjof Delaware; leaving but four disinterested, 
and absolute negative votes, on the motion to sus- 
tain the charges. 

A committee of nine members, (consisting of six 
ministers and three elders) was “appointed, to 
draft a minute, expressive of the sense of synod in 
the case of Mr. Barnes.” The report of the com- 
mittee contains a recital of the constitutional 
grounds on which the synod had proceeded in the 
trial of this case, the length of which forbids, we 
are sorry to say, its insertion at large. The report 
concluded with recommending for the adoption of 
synod, the three following resolutions— 

“ Resolved, 1. That in view of the proof pre- 
sente Synod, and of the whole case, the deci- 
sion of the (Assembly’s) 2d Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia, in the case of the charges of the said Geo. 
Junkin against the said Albert Barnes, be and the 
same hereby is reversed, as contrary to truth and 
— and the Appeal declared to be sus- 
tained. 


“2. That some of the errors alle in the 
charges to be held by the said Albert Barnes are 
fundamental; and all of them contrary to the 
standards of the Presbyterian Church, in the 
United States; and that they do contravene the 
system of truth therein taught, and set forth in the 
word of God. 


“3. That the said Albert Barnes be, and he 
hereby is, suspended from the exercise of all the 
functions proper to the gospel ministry, until he 
shall retract the errors hereby condemned, and 
give satisfactory evidence of repentance.” 


A motion was made to strike out the last of these 
resolutions, and to insert in its place one, by which 
it should be “ referred to the next General Assembly 
to decide what judgment shal] be rendered in this 
case; and respectfully petition them to puss such 
sentence as they may deem most conducive to the 
glory cf God, and the purity and peace of the 
church.” This motion was negatived by a very 
large majority, and after adopting the third resolu- 
tion ag it stood in the original draft, the vote was 
taken on the whole; and the ayes and nays being 
called, it appeared that 116 voted in the affirmative, 
and 31 in negative. There were two non-liquets. 
Eleven members, some of whom had been excused 
from voting, and others who had voted in the nega- 
tive on the resolution suspending Mr. Barnes, were 
permitted to-enter an explanation on the synodical 
records, stating, that it was “to avoid even the 
appearance of injustice or rashness, on the part of 
the Synod,” that they wished to refer it to the 
Assembly, “to decide what judgment should be 
rendered in this case.” One other member, who 
voted in the negative, was permitted to enter his 
explanation, stating that he had doubted the right 
of the Synod to act as proposed by the resolution ; 
“and that he would have preferred sending down 
this ‘case to the Presbytery, to which Mr. Barnes 
might belong, with instructions to suspend him 
from the functions of the Christian ministry, if he 
should not renounce his errors.” We are thus 
particular, that all- pretence of unfairness, in this 
important part of our statement, may be prevented. 
The Presbytery to which Mr. Barnes belongs took 
an appeal to the General Assembly, against “the 
resolutions of Synod, inflicting censure on them, 
for contumacy in refusing to submit their records.” 
And Mr. Barnes himself, has taken an appeal from 
the decision “suspending him from the exercise of 
the functions of a gospel minister,” and announced 
the intention also to complain, (in connection with his 
appeal,) ‘“‘of the various steps by which the Synod 
was led to the sentence which they have passed” — 
This complaint, and the reasons of it, have since 
been spread before the public. It is made a ques- 
tion, which the Assembly will decide, whether a 
party who has not submitted to a trial, has a right 
to appeal. The constitutional rule on the subject 
is in these words—* All persons who have submit- 
ted to a regular trial in an inferior, may appeal to 
a higher jndiciary.” 

Since the rising of the Synod, as we intimated 
in the introduction of this address, every agency 
and influence, which Mr. Barnes and his friends 
can command, have been put into vigorous opera- 
tion, to prejudice the public mind in his favour, and 
against the synodical decision in his case; in hope 
that it will have an effect, in giving character to 
the next General Assembly, and ensure the removal 
of the suspension to which he has been subjected. 
But we doubt not, that far more than this is hoped 
for; even the complete andoing of the whole re- 
form, which was so happily commenced by the 
last Assembly, and the restoration of the Jost pre- 
dominancy of New School men and measures, in 
the supreme jadicatory of our church. We have 
no question that it is believed, and we confess 
we think the belief well founded, that the acquit- 
tal of Mr. Barnes, and the reversal of many of the 
most important acts of the Jast Assembly, must go 
together. Indeed the acquittal of Mr. Barnes will 
in itself be, virtually, a reversal of the strong con- 
demnation of certain specified errors by the As- 
sembly of last May; for some of these errors are 
too palpably apparent in his Commentary on the 
epistle to the Romans, to admit of a plausible dis- 

vise. 
J Besides the numerous paragraphs which are 
incessantly sent abroad in the public papers, 
lauding Mr. Barnes and condemning the Synod 


that suspended him, extra Numbers of the 


THE PRESBYTBRIAN. 


Mr. Barnes before | Philadelphian are employed to carry far and 


“The Rey. Albert Barnes (said the prosecutor) | additions 9 oy 


wide 1. His defence before the Presbytery, with 
what took place at the 
Synod. 2. from the decision of the 
Synod in the matter of his suspension, with his | 
reasons for that appeal, stated at great length. 3. 
The proceedings of the Session of the church of 
which he is the pastor, (the first Presbyterian 
church, Philadelphia, ) containing, after an intro- 
duction, seven resolutions, in which, among other 
things, it is affirmed that Mr. Barnes has * faith- 
fully preached to them the same gospel of Jesus 
Christ which was proclaimed by Fis predecessor, 
the Rev. Dr. James P. Wilson ;” that * the late 
unhappy proceedings of the Synod of Philadel- 
hia, have not, in the least degree, diminished 
their attachment to, and confidence in their pre- 
sent pastor; and that they eoncur with the Board 
of Trustees in their request to call a special meet- 
ing of the congregation,” for a purpose which the 
trustees had previously specified ; and that the 
resolutions passed, be read publicly in the 
church on the next Lord’s day. 4. The proceed- 
ings of the Congregational Meeting, called by the 
concurring voice of the Trustees and Session— 
containing 81x resolutions, **adopted unanimous! y; 
with the exception of the third and fourth, to 
which there were four or five dissenting votes.” 
These resolutions, beside re-echoing those of the 
Session, went much farther than the Session, in 
condemning, and protesting against the doings of 
the Synod in the case of Mr. Barnes—so that it 
appears, that three or four members could not go 
the length of the majority. The proceedings of 
the church in the Northern Liberties, of which 
Mr. Patterson is pastor, puhlished also in the 
Philadelphian, are too extravagant to claim a se- 
rious notice. | 

Here, surely, isa novelty in the Presbyterian 
Church. Sessions and Congregations, under the 
care and supervision of a Synod, arraigning and 
condemning, in unmeasured terms, proceedings 
of that Synod, sanctioned by a larger majority 
than was ever witnessed in that body, on any 
other litigated subject ; and not only so, but ad- 
dressing the whole church, with a manifest 
intention, to engage the court of the Jast resort 
to favour an appellant, whose cause is yet 
pending, and the “yon of the prosecutor not 
heard ; giving withal an ex parte statement of the 
whole proceedings, and making an array of hos- 
tile exhibitions against the Synod, as if intended 
to intimidate and overawe the judicatory that ie to 
pronounce a final judgment, in confirmation or re- 
versal of one of the most solemn and important 
decisions that a court of the Lord Jesus Christ 
can ever make. Are such proceedings as these to 
avail for the benefit and gratification of those who 
adopt them? The answer—yea or nay—will be 
given by the next Assembly. Most sincerely do 
we regret the necessity to which we have been 
reduced, of either permitting such unwarrantable 
measures to produce (in all probability) an effect 
similar to the one that was witnessed in 1881, or 
by a counter statement, to endeavour to prevent 
so disastrous a result. 

We shall not attempt to follow Mr. Barnes and 
his people through their voluminous statements 
and pleadings. Let them stand for what they 
are worth, after a few brief remarks. ‘No one can 
fail to observe the tendency, and no doubt the in- 
tention, of what Mr, Barnes says in the introduc- 
tion of his defence,* to excite prejudice against 
his prosecutor, for bringing charges against him. 
But let it be remembered that when he and Dr. Jun- 
kin were members of the same Presbytery, he in- 
sisted that if he was made responsible for the 
doctrines of his sermon, it should be done in no 
other way than by tabling charges against him. 
He declared his readiness to meet such charges— 
he even invited them. And the ground he then 
took has been that which has always been taken 
by his party since. It was taken by that party, 
then dominant, in the General Assembly of 1834. 
From every quarter of the church, we have 
heard it asked by New School men, why do you 
not bring charges against the individuals who, 
you say, are corrupting the church? Try them 
before their own Presbyteries; the way is open; 
we want no new rules; bring your charges before 
the proper judicatures, and fet them take the con- 
stitutional course, and all will be right. But now 
when they are taken at their word, when their oft 
repeated demand and challenge are met, there is a 
grievous complaint of unkindness; of not obey- 
ing the Gospel injunction of private remonstrance, 
manifestly intended only for cases of individual of- 
fence and injury ; and of omitting to mention the 
equivocal word heresy, when the prosecution is 
commenced. 

We feel constrained to say a few words, in reply 
to the following allegation of the Session and 
congregation, in the praise they bestow on Mr. 
Barnes, viz: ‘* Our beloved pastor, the Rev. Al- 
bert Barnes, ever since he has performed the du- 
ties of a spiritual shepherd among us, has faith- 
fully preached the same gospel of Jesus Christ 
which was proclaimed to us by his predecessor, 
the Rev. Dr. James P. Wilson.””—Then follows a 
specification of the leading doctrines of the gos- 
pel, as delivered to the congregation by both pas- 
tors. ‘The manifest design of this is, to identify 
Mr. Barnes with Dr. Wilson, so that if you con- 


so. It is extremely painful to us to say any 
thing on this delicate point; but we owe it to 
the truth and to the church, to meet it fairly. In 
doing so, we are disposed to believe that the ses- 
sion and congregation who have affirmed as above, 
must have either forgotten a part of what they 
heard from Dr. Wilson, or misapprehended much 
that they have heard from Mr. Barnes. The learn- 
ed and pious pastor to whom Mr. Barnes has suc- 
ceeded, was not a man to preach in one way, and 
to write and publish in another; and it so hap- 
pens, that we have his printed and published sen- 
timents on most of the points in which we 
think his successor is erroneous; and therefore 
have all the advantages possessed by the parties 
who make the allegation on which we remark, in 
deciding what were the real opinions of Dr. Wilson, 
on the points in question. During his life and un- 
der his auspices, a new edition of Ridgeley’s Body 
of Divinity was published in Philadelphia, on 

several parts of which he wrote copious notes. 
Not long before his death, moreover, he preached 

a sermon, and afterward enlarged it into an essay 

of considerable length, and published it, with the 

avowed design of leaving it to his people, as a 

kind of legacy, containing an exhibition of the 

leading doctrines of the gospel, as held and taught 
by him. From these two publications, viz: his 

notes on Ridgely and, his essay, it can be demon- | 
stratively proved, that he differed from Mr. Barnes 

on every important point, on which Mr. Barnes 
is now charged with error; and that he also differ- 

ed on one important point, on which Dr. Junkin 

has omitted to charge him with error, namely, 

the elernal sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

which Mr. Barnes in his Commentary on the Ro- 

mans, unequivocally denies, and Dr. Wilson, in ac- 

cordance with our public Standards, firmly main- 
tained. Nothing but the limits to which we are eon- 

fined, prevents our proving in detail what we have 

here asserted, by plain and pointed quotations 

from the publications of Dr. Wilson, contrasted 

with similar ones from those of Mr. Barnes—and 

this, if found necessary, shall be done hereafter. 

It is due to the memory of Dr. Wilson, that he 

should not be identified with Mr. Barnes in his 

errors. 


* The inconsistency between the introduction and 
the conclusion of Mr. Barnes’ defence is truly surpris- 
ing. In the conclusion, he bears an explicit testimony, 
as his Presbytery had previously done, to the Christian 


demn the former, you must condemn the latter al- 


tion vows. 


souls. 


subordinate 
this controv 


cause, 


facts. 


produced. 


Fathers, brethren, and fellow Christians :—If we 
know ourselves at all, it is not from any malig- 
nant feeling toward Mr. Barnes, nor from any am- 
bitious desire of victory, in a conflict in which we 


= 


CONCLUSION. 


Action, fatally erroneous, even 


In 


2. We have shown that the errors of Mr. 
Barnes are fundamental errors. That he is charge- 
able, not as has been pretended, with merely using 
some new words and 
doctrines of our standards, but with a real and 
-wide departure from, or rather a direct opposition 
to what is taught in those standards; and this in 
matters vital to the whole system of evangelical 
truth, and affecting the weal or wo of immortal 
Hence, 


3. It has been shown that the controversy in 
regard to Mr. Barnes is not a mere local concern, 
but one in which the whole Presbyterian church 
is as really, and deeply, if not so immediately 
interested, as the Synod of Philadelphia and its 


hrases, to express the very 


udicatories. It has been shown, that 
rsy has been connected with a change 


of the character of the supreme judicatory of the 
Presbyterian church; a change, in consequence 
of which, that judicatory, in place of acting as 
formerly, as the guardian of the purity and peace 
of the church, and the palladium of her disci- 
pline, has, for years in succession, protected the 
corruptors of the church—the propagators of false 
doctrine of the most baneful character; and by 
creating an elective Presbytery and Synod, as 
well as by other unconstitutional acts, has pros- 
trated all effective discipline, and really organ- 
ized bodies in which the disorderly and unsound 
in doctrine might find a refuge, and by which a 
systematic warfare has been carried on, against 
the adherents to the orthodox faith, which has | 
destroyed their peace, and filled the church with 
confusion and discord. 


4, We think it worthy of the most special no- 
tice, that it is the manifest aim of 
and his friends, to turn away the attention of the 
public mind, from the nature and merits of the 
cause at issue, and fix it on the personal cha- 
racter of the man, and the unpleasant circum- 
stances in which he has unhappily involved him- 
self. With this view, his amiable private de- 
portment, and his religious zeal are proclaimed 
and eulogized. But we do entreat our brethren— 
we do not now say to do us the justice, but to do 
themselves and the church of God the justice, to 
separate this cause altogether from the individual 
whom it more immediateiy affects. 
without the least reluctance, that Mr. Barnes is 
amiable in his private character, and that he is' 
apparently zealous in religion. 
respect more so, than was PeELaGius, some of 
whose most objectionable sentiments he unques- 
tionably holds, and endeavours to propagate. 
The unimpeachable character, and apparent zeal- 
ous piety of Pelagius, secured him for a time, 
even from the penetrating scrutiny of Augustine— 
from the very man who afterwards so nobly and 
successfully exposed and confuted his pernicious 
errors—errors which Augustine has most conclu- 
sively shown, sap the foundations of evangelical 
truth and vital godliness. 
an amiable and zealous, as well as a very learned 
Yet he gave rise to a system of wide 
spread error, which remains to the present day ; 
and by endeavouring to propagate it, while he 
lived, he introduced contention, confusion, and 
disorder into the whole Calvinistic church of the 
United Netherlands, till it was condemned and 
its influence arrested, by the Synod of Dort. 
we act as faithful watchmen on the walls of 
Zion, we must distinguish between men and a 
Again, therefore, we entreat our brethren, 
to look away from the individuals who will be 
immediately concerned in the cause which will 
go up tothe next General Assembly. Look away 
trom us, as well as from Mr. Barnes and his co- 
adjutors; and examine carefully and conscienti- 
ously for yourselves, brethren, whether there is 
not a system concerned in this controversy, which, 
if it prevail, will change the whole character of 
our church; a system which, while it is bad in 
itself, all experience shows, has a strong ten- 
dency to something worse than itself—to avowed 
Unitarianism, with all its soul ruining delusions. 

5. The statement we have made shows, we 
think undeniably, who have been éhe culpable dis, 
turbers rf the peace of our church. For twenty 
years after the formation of the General Assem- 
bly, the Presbyterian church enjoyed a state of 
the most enviable unity and harmony. 
meetings of her judicatories, from the lowest to 
the bighest, were seasons for the most delight- 
ful fraternal intercourse; they were looked for- 
ward to with joyful anticipation, and were pro- 
ductive of high pleasure and much edification. 
What has changed this happy state? What, in 
place of peace and concord, has filled our church 
with jars, alienation, reviling, and contention. 
Can any other cause be justly assigned, than the 
coming in among us of men and principles, not 
friendly to the genius of our ecclesiastical sys- 
tem; men and principles really opposed to the 
doctrines of our Confession of Faith and form 
of church government? Here, unquestionably, is 
the true source of the grievous evils that afflict 
No other cause can be pointed out, which 
can, even plausibly, account for the existing 
Who then has destroyed the peace of the 
church? Have not they done it, who, after having 
been (more kindly than discreetly) admitted into 
the bosom of our once united and happy family, 
have insisted on acting in it just as they pleased, 
without regard to its established principles 
and order; nay, who have sought to take the 
whole management of the household into their 
own hands, and even to turn the original occu- 
pants out of their own house, unless they would 
quietly submit to the innovations of their guests. 
Are not the innovators, we ask, the destroyers of 
the peace of the family, and not they who resist 
them? The resistance may be the occasion, but 
the innovators are the criminal cause of all the 
confusion, noise, and contention which has been 
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6. The statement we have made shows how 
unspeakably important will be the measures 


spirit with which Dr. Junkin conducted his prosecution. | adopted by the next General Assembly. Those 


t+ In pages 15, 16, of his Commentary on the Epistle 
to the Romans, Mr. Barnes thus writes—“ It is not 
affirmed that this title (Son of God) was given to the 


measures will unavoidably give predominance to 
the one or the other of the parties which now di- 
vide the Church: and if the New School party 


second person in the Trinity before he became incar. | shall dictate these measures—if that party shall 
nate, or to suggest the idea of any derivation on extrac-| annul the decision of the Synod in the case of 


tion before he was made flesh. There is no instance in 
which the appellation is not conferred to express -his 
relation after he assumed human flesh. Of any. deri- 
vation from God, or emanation from him in eternity, 
the Scriptures are silent.” ‘The words marked as em- : 
phatic were so marked by Mr. Barnes himself. Com. 
e the above quotation with the Confession of Faith, 
Chap. II, Sect. III. “The Father is of none, neither 
ten nor preceding; the Son is eternally begotten 
of the Father, and the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding 


Catechisni, in answer to the 10th question. 


from the Father and the Son.” See the same—Larger | 
| 


turn, with 


; 


Mr. Barnes, (which they certainly will do, if they 
;) if they shall turn back the reform which 
was commenced by the Jast Assembly, and re- 
verse the decisions made by that body on several 
important points of constitutional law and order; 
and if, as heretofore, they shall refuse to sustain 
discipline, and shall provide for the protedion of 
errorists of almost every name, short of unitarian- 
ism,—then will all the distractions which our 
Church ‘has experieneed from 1830 to 1835, re- 


force and ‘ackimony. 


the other hand—if orthodoxy shall 
Assembly, as it did the last,—if discipline for 
errors then condemned, shall be suatained, by 
confirming what the Synod of Philadelphia have 
done in the case of Mr. Barnes; if other cases of 


have been engaged, that, at such length, we have | J"8t discipline that may come before our highest 


addressed you. It is, as we have already intimat- 

ed, because, in a crisis of our ecclesiastical affairs, 

which we sincerely and solemnly believe will re- 

sult either in good or evil, of the most extensive 

and lasting kind, our religioas community is with- 
out the knowledge and information necessary to. 
guide it right. 
when the best dispositions are possessed, may 
proceed from mere ignorance of important facts— 
from mistakes, arising from wrong or imperfect 
views of the subject which calls for action. 
the ordering of providence, it has been our lot to 
be placed in circumstances in which we have been 
obliged—unwillingly and painfully obliged—to be 
familiar with|the case of Mr. Barnes, from its ori- 
in to the present hour; and we have felt ourselves 
under an obligation from which we could not es- 
cape with a clear conscience, to spread what we 
know before our brethren of the Presbyterian 
church—that they may not act under the influence 
of the delusive representations which he and his 
friends are so industriously sending into. every 
part of our land. We think we have shown— 

1. That the prosecutors of Mr. Barnes have 
not been his persecutors ; that they have had, and 
securely could have, no other motive in striving 
to arrest his devious course, and prevent the 
prevalence of the unsound doctrine he has taught, 
than the discharge of a sacred duty, which they 
owed to God, to his truth, and to his church— 
duty inforced by the solemn sanction of ordina- 


ecclesiastical coart, shall be faithfully ao 
creetly borne out; and a well tempered firmness 


ow 


away the next 


dis- 


be manifested to maintain oar Standards of doc- 
trine and chorch order, in their integrity, purity, 
and genuine spirit—,then will contention in our 
Church, we verily believe, be nearly at an end, 
and dur peace wil begin to * flow as a river. 
Some, it may be, will withdraw from our connec- 
tion ; but it will be of individuals or judicatures 
that will promote both our comfort and their own, 
by leaving us. It should, therefore, be kept in 
mind, that every vote, given for a commissioner to 
the next Assembly, should be cast, under & 
weighty sense of responsibility for its going to the 
election of the best and wisest eligible man that 
the voter can select; and every commissioner ap- 
pointed, should feel an te responsibility, to 
overcome every hinderance, not insurmountable, 
which might prevent his attendance at the open- 
ing of the Session, and his continuance through 
the whole. 

7. Finally. Our hope is in God. We desire 
that our own minds and the mind of every reader 
of this address, may be deeply and solemnly im- 
pressed, with a sense of our entire dependence on 
the divine interposition, to restore purity and peace 
to our beloved, back-slidden and bleeding church- 
For ourselves, we have formed an association for a 
concert of prayer; each individual agreeing that, 
at an appointed hour on Saturday evening, he will, 
in his private retirement, goto the throne of grace, 
especially to supplicate, in the namé of the Great 
Intercessor, that a heavenly influence may descend 
and rest on the next General Assembly—to en- 
lighten all its counsels, and to bring every discus- 
sion to that result which shall be most pleasing to 
God, and most conducive to the welfare of our 
church: and also, for a copious effusion, on all ouF 
churches and congregations, of the Spirit of alJ 
grace, that pure and undefiled religion may be re- 
vived, the children of God be quickened, and genu- 
ine converts be multiplied “ like drops of morning 
dew.” May we be permitted, respectfully to re- 
commend something of this kind, to all our brethren. 
We verily believe, that it was in answer to much 
fervent prayer, that the last General Assembly were 
led to the salutary measures they adopte#; and it 
is more, far more, on a similar answer to prayer, 
[than on any thing and every thing beside, that we 
look for a happy result of the deliberations of that 
judicatory, at th 

well. Receive our address kindly, and: examine 
it candidly ; and may He who has the hearts of al} 
men in his hand, give it that impression on your 
minds, which he shall see to be most for his glory, 
and for the establishment and triumph of the 
truth as it isin Jesus. 
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erman 


tial element of Christian Character; by the Rev. Edward — 
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